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INTRODUCTION

TO THE

Principles of Morals and Legiflation.

E R R A T A

) AGE 16, wote, line §, after a&ions, dele of thofe individuals, INTROD.

P. 17, note, 1. 6 from the bottom, for counterbaft, read counterblaft, Conrec-

TIOKS.

P. 37, note f, in the marginal note, for a good name, read an ill name.
Ib, for an ill name, read a good name,
P. 65, note, 1. lajt, for privilegiaturum, read prmleglatarum.
P. 73, L 4, after indivifible, dele the comma.
P 84, /. 3, for leg was, read hand was.
P. 106, L. 6 from the bottom, for peremptory, read percmptonly
P. 173, 1. 12, for members, read the members,

P. 206, note, I. 6, dele is in a way that.
P. 213, note, .7 ﬁ'om the bottem, for inconvenience, read inconveniences.

P. 286, /. 23, for exhauftic, read exhauftive,
P. 293. 1. 23, for monolopy, read monopoly.

X x - CORRECTIONS



INTROD.
CorrEc-
TIONS.

CORRECTIONS ano ADDITIONS.

RE-PRINTED JANUVARY 1789, FROM A SHEET PRINTED
ORIGINALLY ABOUT THE YEAR 1783.

N. B. The above Sheets having been printed off in November 1780, the
following Corretions and Additions have occurred in the mean Time.

P AGE 13, L 2 from the bottom, par. X1V. after as a reafon, infert and
that a {ufficient one.
P. 26, 1. 5, for in other words, put in another point of view.
P, 31, L s, after 2. infert the pleafure of intoxication, and alter the other
numbers accordingly.
Ib. Ry sway of note to the end of paragraph V. infert as follows :
There are alfo pleafures of novelty, excited by the appearance

of new ideas: thefe are pleafures of the imagination. Sece
infra XIII.

P. 34. By way of note to the end of paragraph X1V. infers as follows : In

contradiftinétion to thefe, all other pleafures may be termed
pleafures of enjoymens. -

P. 38. By way of note to the end of paragrapb XXX. infert as follows : In
contradiftintion to thefe, all other pains may be termed pains
of fufferance. ;

P. 73. Between par. XIX. and XX. infert the following : Fifthly, a&s
may be diftinguithed into fmple and complex : fimple, fuch as
the a& of ftriking, the a&t of leaning, or the a& of drinking,
above inftanced : complex, confifting each of a multitude of
fimple a&s, which, though numerous and heterogeneous, derive
a fort of unity from the relation they bear to fome common
defign or end; fuch as the a& of giving a dinner, the a& of
maintaining a child, the ac of exhibiting a triumph, the a& of
bearing arms, the a& of holding a court, and fo forth,

P. 127. In the reference at the bottom of the page, for See Append. tit.
[Preventive Infticutions] read Sec Effay on indire& legiflation.
P. 2012, note, I. 15, for their congruencies, read their real congruencies,
B. L. 15, for their names, read their current names. |
1. 1. 16, for aconformable fet of names, resd other more appofite
denominations,
P. 206.



P. 206. L. g, for he bears o the before-mentioned exterior objeéls, read INTROD.

which the before-mentioned exterior objefts may happen to
bear, in the way of caufality (See Ch. 7. Attions, par. 24)
to his happinefs.

P. 208, 1. 6, & 7, for 2. Offences againft property. 3. Offences againft
reputation, read 2. Offences againft reputation. 3. Offences
againft property.

P. 235, l. 21, after detreCtation, infert or non-affumption.

P. 245, L 10, after Vilification, infert or Revilement.

P. 247, note, l. § from the botiom, dele the reference.

Ib. l. 3 from the bottom, for would cover, read would be enough
to cover,

I5. note n, add, There are fome fervices, we may obferve, the with-
holding of which may affeét the perfon, and by that means
come under the negative branches of the feveral gerera of cor-
poral injuries; fuch as fervices due from a furgeon, an inn-
keeper, &c.

P. 248, . 16, after detainment, infers or detention.

P. 260, Since the printing-off of that [beet, I bave difcovered feveral omiffions
is the catalogue of offences againft property ; which catalogue, were
thofe emiffions to be fupplied, would fand thus: 1. Wrongful
non-inveftment of property. 2. Wrongful interception of
property. 3. Wrongful diveftment of property. 4. Ufurpa-
tion of property. §. Wrongful inveftment of property. 6.

 Wrongful with-holding of fervices. 7. Infolvency. 8. Wrongful
interception of fervices. 9. Wrongful obtainment of fervices.
10. Wrongful impofition of fervices. 11. Wrongful impofi-
tion of expence. 12, Wrongful deftru®ion or endamage-
ment. 13. Wrongful occupation. 14. Wrongful detention,
15. Wrongful difturbance of proprietary rights. 16, Theft.
17. Embezzlement. 18, Defraudment. 19. Extortion.

P. 253, note, l. 2 from the bottom, for wrongful inundation, read criminal
inundation.

P. 285, note, l. 15, for in the confultative, pre-interpretative (or pﬁrély'
civil) branch of procedure, 1. Mifinterpretation, or adjudica-

- tion. In the executive (including the penal branch) read, In
Xx2 the

CoRrRrEC-

TIONS.

e

e



INTROD. the purely civil branch of procedure, 1. Mifadjudication. In

Coegrec.

Lomesc. the penal branch, &c.
P. 287, ncte, l. 12, inflead of the fentence beginning Subordination, &c. read

as follows : Subordination on the part of a magiftrate is cfta-
blithed, 1. Where he is made punifhable: 2. Where he is
made removeable: 3. When his orders are made reverfible :
4. When the good or evil, which he has it in his power to pro-
duce on the part of the common fubordinate, is lefs in value
than the good or evil which the fuperior has it in his power to
produce, on the part of the fame fordinate.

o aganan

What follows is now fieft printed’in January 1789.

P. 12, Cb. 2, [Principles Adverfe] par. XI. By way of note infert as
follews :

Tt ought rather to have been fiiled, more extenfively, the
principle of caprice.  'Where it applies to the choice of a&tions
to be marked out for injun&ion or prohibition, for reward or
punifhment, (to ftand, in a word, as fubje&s for obligaticus to
be impofed,) it may indeed with propriety be termed, as in the
text, the principle of fympathy and antipatky. But this appel-
lative does not fo well apply to it, when occupied in the choice
of the evemts which are to ferve as fources of sitle with refpedt
to rights : where the a®tions prohibited and allowed, the obliga-
tions and rights, being already fixed, the only queftion is, under
what circumftances 2 man is 1o be invefled with the one or fub-
je&ted to the other? from what incidents occafion is to be taken
to inveft a man, or to refufe to inveft him, with the one, or to fub-
je him to the other? In this latter cafe it may more appofitely
be characterized by the name of the pbamtaftic principle.  Sym-
pathy and antipathy are affettions of the fenfible facuity. Bur
the choice of titles with refpeét to rights, efpecially with refpet
to proprietary rights, upon grounds unconneéted with utility,

| has



has been in many inftances the work, not of the affections but
of the imagination.

When, in juftification of an article of Englith Common Law,
calling uncles to fucceed in certain cafes in preference to fachers,
Jord Coke produced a fort of ponderofity he had difcovered in
rights, difqualifying them from afcending in a ftraight line, it
was not that he loved uncles particularly, or bated fathers, but
becaufe the analogy, fuch as it was, was what his imagination
prefented him with, inftead of a reafon, and becaufe, to a judg-
ment unobfervant of the ftandard of utility, or unacquainted
with the art of confulting it, where affe€tion is out of the way,
imagination is the only guide.

When 1 know not what ingenious grammarian invented the

propofition Delegatus non poieft delegare, to ferve as a rule of

law, it was not furely that he had any antipathy to delegates of
the fecond order, or that it was any pleafure to him to think of
the ruin which, for want of a manager at home, may befal the
affairs of a traveller, whom an unforefeen accident has deprived
of the objet of his choice : it was, that the incongruity, of giv-
ing the fame law to objects fo contrafted as aZive and paffive are,
was not to be furmounted, and that -asus chimes, as v.e!l as ic
contrafts, with -are, | RPN .

‘When that inexorable maxtm, of wh:ch the dominion is no
more to be defined, than the date of its birth, or the name of
its father, is to be found, was imported from England for the
government of Bengal, and the whoie fabrick of judicature
was crufhed by the thunders of ex-poft- fadto juftice, it was not
furely that the profpet of a blamelefs magiftracy perithing in
prifon afforded any enjoyment to the unoffended authors of
their mifery ; but that the mufic of the maxim, abforbing the
whole imagination, had drowned the cries of humamty along
with the dictates of common fenfe,  Fis? 7. _,u,,mm, ruat calum,
fays another maxim, as full of extravagance asit is of harmony :
Go heaven to wreck—{0 juftice be but done :—~and what is the
ruin of kingdoms, in comparifon of the wreck of heaven ?

INTROD.
CorrEC~
TIONS,




INTROD,
Coantec-
T10KS.

So again, when the Pruffian chancellor, infpired with the
wifdom of I know not what Roman fage, proclaimed in good
Latin, for the edification of German ears, Servitus fervitutis non
datur, [ Cod. Fred. tom. ii. par. 2. liv. 2. tit. x. § 6. p. 308.]
it was not that he had conceived any aveifion to the life-holder
who, during the continuance of his term, fhould with to gratify
a neighbour with a right of way or water, or to the neighbour
who fhould wifh to accept of the indulgence; but that, to a ju-
rifprudential ear, -tus -#utis founds little lefs melodious than -atus
~are. Whether the melody of the maxim was the real reafon of
the rule, is not left open to difpute : for it is uthered in by the
conjun&ion gwia, reafon’s appointed harbinger: quia fervitus

Jervitutis non datur.

Neither would equal melody have been produced, nor indeed
could fimilar melody have been called for, in either of thefe in-
ftances, by the oppofite provifion: it is only when they are op-
pofed to general rules, and not when by their conformity they
are abforbed in them, that more fpecific ones can obtain a fepa-
rate exiftence,  Delegatus potef delegare, and Servitus fervitutis

- datur, provifions already included under the general adoption of

contratts, would have been as unneceflary to the apprehenfion
and the memory, as, in comparifon of their energetic negatives,
they are infipid to the ear.

Were the enquiry diligently made, it would be found that
the goddefs of harmony has exercifed more influence, however
latent, over the difpenfations of Themis, than her moft diligent
hitoriographers, or even her moft paffionate panegyrifts, feem
to have been aware of. Every one knows, how, by the miniftry
of Orpheus, it was fhe who firft colle@ted the fons of men be.
neath the thadow of the fcepter: yet, in the midft of continual
experience, men feem yet to learn, with what fuccefsful dili-
gence fhe has laboured to guide it in its courfe. Every one
knows, that meafured numbers were the language of the infancy
of law : none feem to have obferved, with what imperious fway
they have governed her maturer age. In Englith jurifpru-
dence in particular, the conne&ion betwixt law and mulfic, how-

cver



ever lefs perceived than in Spartan legiflation, is not perhaps INTROD.
lefs real nor lefs clofe. The mufic of the Office, though not ~CO"REC-

of the fame kind, is not lefs mufical in its kind, than the mufic

of the Theatre; that which hardens the heart, than thar which
foftens it :—foftenutos as long, cadences as fonorous; and thofe
governed by rules, though not yet promulgated, not lef- deter-
minate. Search inditments, pleadings, proceedings in chan-
cery, conveyances: whatever trefpafles you may find againft
truth or common fenfe, you will find none againft the laws
of harmony. The Englifh Liturgy, juftly as this quality has
been extolled in that facred office, poffefles not a greater mea-
fure of it, than is eommonly to be found in an Englith A& of
Parliament. Dignity, fimplicity, brevity, precifion, intelligibi-
lity, poflibility of being retained or fo much as apprehended,
every thing yields to Harmony. Volumes might be filled, thelves
loaded, with the facrifices that are made to this infatiate power.
Expletives, her minifters in Grecian poetry, are not lefs bufy,
though in different thape and bulk, in Englith legiflation: in
the former, they are monofyllables*: in the latter, they are
whole lines®.

To return to the principle of [ympathy and antipathy : a term
preferred at firft, on account of its impartiality, to the princi-
ple of caprice. ‘The choice of an appellative, in the above re-
fpets too narrow, was owing to my not having, at that time,
extended my views over the civil branch of law, any otherwife
than as I had found it infeparably involved in the penal. But
when we come to the former branch, we fhall fee the pbantaftic
principle making at leaft as great a figure there, as the princi-
ple of fyimpatby and antipathy in the latter.

In the days of lord Coke, the light of utility can fcarcely be
faid to have as yet fhone upon the face of Common Law.
If a faint ray of it, under the name of the argumentum ab
inconvenienti, is to be found in a lift of about twenty topics
exhibited by that great lawyer as the co-ordinate leaders of

» Mlt. Toly Y8, My, &C.—-

® And be it further enated by the authority aforefaid that—=Provided always, and it is

bereby forther enafled and declared that=—&c. &c.
4 that



INTROD.
CoaxEc-
TI0MS.

that all-perfe&t {yftem, the admiffion, fo circumftanced, is
as fure a proof of negle&, as, to the ftatues of Brutus and
Caflius, exclufion was a caufe of notice. It ftands, neither
in the front, nor in the rear, nor in any poft of honour;
but huddled in towards the middle, without the fmalleft mark
of preference. [Coke Littleton. r1. a.] Nor is this Latin
inconvenience by any means the fame thing with the Englifh one.
It ftands diftinguithed from mifchief : and becaufe by the vul-
gar it is taken for fomething lefs bad, it is given by the learned
as fomething worfe. The law prefers a mifchief to an inconveni-
ence, fays an admired maxim, and the more admired, becaufe
as nothing is exprefled by it, the more is fuppofed to be un-
derftood.

Not that therc is any avowed, much lefs a conftant oppofi-
tion, between the prefcriptions of utility and the operations of
the common law: fuch conftancy we have feen to be too much
even for afcetic fervor. [Supra, par. x.] From time to time in-
flinct would unavoidably betray them into the paths of reafon :
inftinct which, however it may be cramped, can never be killed
by education. The cobwebs fpun out of the materials brought
together by ¢ the competition of oppofite analogies,” can
never have ceafed being warped by the filent attration of the
rational principle : though it fhould have been, as the needle is
by the magner, without the privity of confcience.

P. 22, Cb. l11. [Sanétions] #rt. v. By way of note infert as follows :

[Moral Sanstisn.] Bewter termed popular, as more diretly
indicative of its conflituent caufe; as likewife of its relation
to the more common phrafe public cpinien, in French epinion
publigue, the name there given to that tutelary power, of which
of late fo much is faid, and by which fo much is dune. The
Jatter appellation is however unhappy and inexpreffive ; fince
if cpinion is material, it is only in virtue of the influence it ex-
crcifes over ation, through the medium of the affeftions and
the will,

P. 160, Cb. Xi1. [Confequences] par. XVIIL By way of note injert as

Sfellewvs :

The



The inveftigation might, by a procefs rendered obvious by  INTROD.

analozy, be extended to the confequences of an act of a benefi- C::: ESC-
- N ]

2ial narmre
e dWE SIWBRATE w9

L

In both inftances a third order of confequences may be reck-
oned to have taken place, when the influence of the aét, through
the medivm of the paflive faculty of the parient, has come to
affe&t his active faculty, In this way, 1. Evi/ may flow oar of
evil + Inftance, The exertions of induftry put a ftop to by the
extinction of inducement, refulting from a continued chain of
a&s of robbery or extortion: 2. Good out of evil : Inttance,
Habits of depredatizu put a flop to by a fteady courfe of
punithment: 3. Evil out of good : Inftance, Habits of induftry
put a ftop to by an exceflive courle of gratuitous bounty : 4.
Good out of good : Inftance, A conftant and encreafing courfe of
induftry, excited and kept up by the rewards afforded by a
regular and encrealing market for the fruits of it.

P. 204. Cb. XVI. [Divifion.] par. X. By way of note infert as follows :

Clafs 5. [Multiform or beterogencons offences. 1. Offences
by falfbosd: 2. Offences againft tryf.] See alfo pages 218
to 240, par. XX, to XXX. And page 306, par. LXVI.
Maturer views have fuggeited the feafibility, and the means, of
ridding the fyftem of this anomalous excrefcence. Inftead of
conlidering thefe as fo many divifions of offcnces, divided into
Zewera, correfpondent and collateral to the feveral geners diftin-
guifhed by other appellations, they may be confidered as fo
many fpecific differences, refpe@ively applicable to thofe genera,
Thus, in the cafe of a fimple perfonal injury, in the operation of
which a plan of falthood has been employed : it feems more
fimple and more natural, to confider the offence thus com-
mitted as a particular Jpecies or modification of the genus of of.
fence termed a fimple perfonal injury, than to confider the fimple
perfonal injury, when effe€ted by fuch means, as 2 modification
of the divifion of offences enticled Offences through faifbood. By
this means the circumftances, of the intervention of falfhood as
an inftrument, and of the exiftence of a particular obligation of
the nature of a truft, will be reduced to a par with various other

Yy claflcs



INTROD: claffes of circumftances capable of affording grounds of modi-

C:_': aee fication, commonly of aggravation or extenuation, to various
— genera of offences: Inftance, Premeditation, and confpiracy, on
the one hand: Provocation received, and intoxication, on the

other.

P. 234. Ch. XVI. [Divifion.] par. XXVII. By way of mote infert as
Jollows : [Invefiment and Divefiment.] More fimply and cha-
ra&eriftically, as well as more commodioufly for grammatical
conftruétion, collation and ablation. So afterwards, p. 246, par.
XXXV, inftead of invefitive and diveftitive events, collative
and ablative. But on different occafions, each of thefe different
fets of terms may have its ufe.

Znd of the Errata, CorreBions, and Additionse
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'C O NTENT S

Cuar. 1. Of the Principle of [Utility.]

ANKIND governed by pain and pleafure — o Pagei
Principle of utility, what — — - - il
V. | pfilﬂ)’h what — o — — — ib.
Utility, what — -— — — — b
Intereft of the community, what e _— — — ib.
Tutereft, a filitious entity — - — — il
on aflion conformable to the principle of wtility, what — e - ib.
A meafure of government conformable to the principle of utiiity, what = ib,
Laws or diclates of utility, what o — — o ib.
A partinan of the principle of wtility, who — e we b,
Ougbt, eught not, right and wrong, &c. how to be underftood ~ - -— i
To prove the reQitude of this principle is at once unneceflary and impoffible - ib.
It has feldom, however, as yet, been confiftently purfued — = ib.
It can never be confiftently combated - — -_— Y
Courfe to be taken for furmounting prejudices that may have been entertained
sgainft it - — ~— — — ib.

Cuar. II. Of [Principles adverfe] to that of Urilizy.

All other principles than that of utility muft be wrong e - ii
‘Ways in which a principle may be wrong =~ == — e ib,
Afeeticifm, origin of the word — — - = b,
Principles of the Monks - - . = ib,
Principle of afceticifm, what o — e e Viii

Y’ % d’dr-



CONTENTS.

A partizan of the principle of afceticifm, who — Page viii
‘This principle has had in fome a philofophical, in others a religious origin — ib.
Tt has been carried farther by the religious party than by the philofophical = ix
‘The philofophical branch of it has had moft influence among perfons of edu-

cation, the religious among the vulgar —_ e we ib
The principle of afceticifm has never been fteadily applied by cither party to

the bufinefs of government — — — x

The principle of alceticifm, in its origin, was but that of utility mifapplied —  xi

It can never be conliftently purfued - ——— -~ Xii

The principle of [ympathy and antipathy, what — — ib.

‘This is rather the negation of-all principle, than any thing pofitive -  ib,

Sentiments of a partizan of the priaciple of antipathy — - xiii
‘The fyftems that have been formed concerning the ffandard of right and wrong,

are all reduciblc to this principle — — i,
Various phrafes, that have ferved as the charaleritic marks of fo many pre-

tended fyftems — — — - ib.

1. Moral Su/c o= w— — — ib.

2. Common Senfe — e — - ib

3. Undirflanding — -— — —_— xiv

4 Rule of Right -— e — — ib.

§. Fitmsfs of Things - — — - ib.

6. Law of Natare — ib.

7. Law ¢f Reafon, R:gbt Reafon, Namrat Yupice, Namral Equity, Good Orier ib.

8. Trub — - — 1b.

9. Dedirime of Elc&mr ' o - -— XV

10. Repugnancy to Nature —— — o ib.

Mifchief chey produce — — - ib.
Whether utility is aQually the fole ground of all the approbation we ever

~ beflow, is a different confideration — —n - xvi

This principle will frequently coincide with that of utility  — - Xiv

This pnnclple is moft apt to err on the fide of feverity e ~— XVH

But errs, in fome inftances, on the fide of lnity — — xyiil

The theslogical pmmgl:, what——not a feparate principle — - jb.

The principle of theology how reducible to one or another of the other three .
priociples - — — —  xix

Antipathy, let the actions it ditates be ever fo right, is never of itieif a right
ground of attion e — Xix

Cnar,



CONTENTS.

Cuar. IIl. Of the four [San&ions]) or Sowrces of Pain
and Pleafure.

ConneQtion of this chapter with the preceding ot Page xxi

Four fanftiens or fources of pleafure-and pain — ib.

1. The phyfical fanion — — - xxii

2. The Mﬁtﬂl S S———— m—— ib.

3+ The moral or popular — o — ib.

4. The religious -— S e — ib.
The pleafures and pains which belong to the religious fanétion, may regard.

either the prefent life or a future snem—— e ib.
Thofe which regard the prefent life, from which foever fource they flow, differ

" only in the circumftances of their prodution e —  xxii

Enmple Sa——— O—— ib.

A Yudgwent, what — — - — ib.

Thofe which regard a future life are not fpecifically knawn =~ wm - XXV

‘The phyfical fanétion included in each of the other three — — ib,

Ufe of this chapter s ‘ ibs

€uar, IV, [Value] of a Lot of Pleafure or Pain how
to be meafured.
Ufe of this chapter e s - XXVi

Circumflances to be taken into the account in eftimating the value of a plea-
fure or pain confidered with reference to a fimgle perion, and by itfelf  — ib.

~confidered as conneéted with other piealuféﬁ or pains — e ib.
~—confidered with reference to a mumber of perfons — - XXVii
Procefs for eltimating the tendency of any aét or event — - ib.
Ufe of the foregoing procels — — xxviii
The fame procefs applicable to good and evily profit and mifechief, and all othcr ib.

modifications of pleafure and pain s—— — -— ib,
Conformity of men’s pralice to this theory -~ — -— b,

CHA?t



CONTUENT S.

Cuar. V. [Pleafures and Pains] zheir Kinds,

Pleafures and pains are either, 1. Simple: or, 2. Complex — Page xxx
The fimple pleafures cnumerated A - ib.
The fimple pains enumerated - — — ib.
Analytical view, why none given e o - xxxi
1. Pleafures of fenfe enumerated — — — ib.
2. Pleafures of wealth, which are either of acquifition; or of poffeffion — ib,
3. Pleafures of fkiil ——————— —— — ib.
4. Plecafures of amity — — o XXXIH
5. Pleafures of a geod name ee——  — ib.
6. Pleafures of power  — e ib.
7. Pleafures of picty — — - ib.
8. Pleafures of bencvolence or goed-will o w— XXXiil
9. Pleafures of malevolence or ill-will  ——— — ib.
1>, Plcafures of the memory — — e ib.
11. Pleafures of the imazination - = — ib.
12. Pleafures of expeclation — — — ib.
13. Pleafures depending on affaciation om— —  xxxiv
14. Pleafures of relief  — S — ib.
1. Pains of privation — — — ib.
‘I.hﬂft iﬂdllde, | Pﬂiﬂ' Ofdlﬁfi Sy pra— — ib,
- 2. Pains of difappsintment Q- —_— XXXV
3. Pains of regret m——— — ib.
2. Pains of the fenfes —  — r— ib.
No pofitive pains correfpond to the pleafure of the venereal fenfe — ib.
3. Pains of awkwardnefs e e - XXXVi
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§ 4. Order of pre-eminence among motsves.

The diftates of gead-will are the fureft of coinciding with thofe of utd:ty Page cxviii

Laws and diQtates concewed as iffuing from mot:ves — .
Yetdo not in all cafes —— e S e ib.
Next to them come thofe of the Jove of reputation . — —  CXX
Next thofe of the defive of amity =~ wmesmm—— —  wmne  CXXI
Difficulty of placing thofe of religion = = w===—e= = - cmsme  ib,
‘Tendency, they have to improve e | semm— CXXiii

Afterwards come the felf-regarding molives : and, laﬁly, that of dij}lcaﬁ:rc - CXXiV

§ 5 Cmﬁ:ﬂ ammg motives.

Motives m}s’llmc and rgllmsmnr. what e —— S— ib.
Whatmthemonvesmo&frequendynvmance - - e CXXV
Example to illuftrate a firuggle among contending motives = - ib.
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L“ J ln,mm] ' | em———— ! eoi— [ e Libs
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Cuar. XIV. Of the [Proportion] between punifboments

and offences.

Recapitulation O — Page clxxiv
Four objefts of punithment S— e o ib.
1ft Obje@&—to prevent all offences  —— — ib.
2d Obje&t—to prevent the wor/? — o — ib.
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4th Obje&—to aét at the leaft expence e — clxxy
Rules of proportion between punifbments and offences — — ib.
The fame rules applicable to metives in general - — ib.
Rule r.—Ountwrigh the profit of the offence — — ib.
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Rule 2.—Venture more againlt a greut ulftine than o fwall one — clxxvii
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Rule 4.-—Pumlh for each pamd: of the mifchief — ~— ib.
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Rule §5.—Punifh in no degree without Jpecial reafon PR— snme ib.
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Rule 7.~—=Want of certainty muft be made up in magnuudc. — ib.
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‘The remaining rules are of lefs importance PO - i
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AN

INTRODUCTION

TO THE

Principles of Morals and Legiflation.

P RETFATCGCE

T H E following foeets were, as the title-page expreffes, printed fo ling ago

as in the year 1780. The defign, in puyfuance of which they were writ-
sen, was wot fo extenfive as that anmounced by the prefent title. They bad at
that time no otber deftination than that of ferving as an introduttion 16 a plan
of a penal code in terminis, defigned to follow them, in the fame volume.

Tbe body of the work bad reccived its completion according to the then prefent
extent of the author’s viesus, when, in the inveftigation of fome flaws be bad
difcovered, be found bimfelf unexpeBedly entangled in an unfufpefied corver of
the metaphyfical maze. A fufpenfion, at firft not apprebended to be more than &
temporary one, meceffarily enfued: fufpenfion brought om coolnefs, and cooluefs,
aided by other concurrent caufes, ripened into difguft.

ImperfeSions pervading the whole mafs bad already been pointed out by the
Jincerity of fevere and difcerning friends; and confeience bad certified the jupt-
nefs of their cenfure.  The inordinate length of fome of the chapters, the agpa-

Vor. I. b rens
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rent inutility of others, and the dry and metaphyfical turn of the whole, fug-
gefied an apprebenfion, that, if publifbed in its prefent form, the work would
contend under great difidvantages for any chance, it might on other accounts
Peliefs, of being read, and confequently of being of ufe.

But, tkough in this manner the idea of compleating the prefent work flid in-

Jenfioly afide, that was not by any means the cafe with the confiderations which

2ad led bim to engage in it.  Every opening, which promifed to afford the
fights De flocd in need of, was fill purfued : as occafion arofe, the feveral de-
partments connelled with that in which be bad at firft engaged, were fucczfively
explored s infemuch that, in one branch or other of the purfuit, bis refearches
tave nearly embraced the whole field of legiflation.

Several caufes bave confpived at prefent to bring to light, under this new title,

a wirk <wbich under its original one bad been imperceptibly, but as it bad
Jecuwed irrevocadly, doomed to chlivion. In the courfe of eight years, materials
Jor warious works, correfponding to the different branches of the fubjelt of legif-
latisn, bad been produced, and fome nearly veduced to fhape : and, in every one
¢f theje sworks, the principles exbibited in the prefent publication bad been found
o weceffary, that, either to tranfiribe them piece-meal, or to exbibit them fome-
svbere wbere they could be referved to in the lump, was found unaveidable. The
Sermer courfe would have cccafioned repetitions 100 bulky to be employed without
neceffity in the execution of a plan unavoidably fo voluminous: the latter was
therefure indijputably the preferable one.

To pullifh the materials in the form in which they were alyeady printed, or
to werk them up into a new one, was therefore the only alternative : the latter
kad all along been bis wifb, and, bad time and the requifite degree of alacrity
beem at command, it would as certainly bave been realifed.  Cogent confidera-
ticn:, bewever, concur, with the irkfomenefs of the tafk, in placing the accom-
phijement of it at prefent at an unfathomable diftance.

Aictler confideration is, that the fuppreffion of the prefent wwork, bad it been
ever fu decidedly wifbed, is no longer aitogetber in bis potver. In the courfe of
Je leiig an interval, various incidents bavve introduced copies into various bands,
from fome of which they bave been transferved, by deaths and other accidents,
it otbers that are unkwswn to bim. Detached, but confiderable extradls,
bave even been publifbed, without any difbonourable views, (for the name of
the autbor <was very bonefily fubjoined to them) but withsut bis privity, and
in pabiications undevtaken without bis knowledge.

. ¥
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it may perbaps be neceflary to add, to compleat his excufe for offering to the
public a work pervaded by blemifbes, which bave not efcaped even the author's
partial eye, that the cenfure, fo jufly beflowed upon the form, did not extend
itfelf to the matter. .

In fending it thus abroad into the world with all its imperfeftions upon ils
bead, be thinks it may be of affifance to the few readers be can expefl, 1o
receive a fbort intimation of the chief particulars, in refpeft of <which it fails
of correfponding with bis maturer views. It will thence be obferved how in
Jome refpeéls it fails of quadrating with the defign announced by its criginal
sitle, as in others it does with that announced by the ons it bears at prefent.

An introduldion to a work which takes for its fubjelt the totality of any
Jeience, ought to contain all fuch matters, and fuch matters only, as belong in
common to cvery particular branch of that feience, or at leaft to more branches
of it than one. Compared with its prefent title, the prefent work fails in both
ways of being conformable to that rule.

As an introduttion to the ptinciples of morals, in addition 1o the analyfis it
contains of the extenfive ideas fignified by the terms pleafure, pain, motive, and
difpofition, iz ougbt to bave given a fimilar analyfis of the not lefs extenfive,
though much lefs determinate, ideas annexed to the terms emotion, paffion, ap-
petite, virtue, vice, and fome others, including the names of the particular
virtues and vices. But as the true, and, if be conceives right, the only trye
ground-work for the developement of the latter fet of terms, bas been laid by the
explanation of the former, the completion of fuch a diftionary, fo to pile ir,
would, in comparifon of the commencement, be little more than a mechanical
operation,

Again, as an introdullion to the principles of legiflation in general, i ought
ratber to bave included matters belonging exclufively to the civil branch, than
matlers more particularly applicable to the penal s the latter being but 4
means of compaffing the ends propofed by the former.  In preference therefore, cr
at leaft in pricrity, to the feveral chapters which will be found relative to pu-
nithment, it ought to bave exhibited a fet of propofitions which bave Jince
prefented themfelves to bim as affording a ffandard for the cperations performed
by govermment, in the creation and diftribution of proprictary and other civil
rights. Ile means certain axioms of what may be terised mental pathology,
expreffive of the conneltion betswixe the feeiings of the parties concerned, and the

| 2 Jeveral
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Several claffes of incidents, which cither call for, or are produced by, operations
of the nature abovementioned *. |

Tbe confideration of the divifion of offences, and every thing elfe that belongs
10 offences, oughe, befides, to bave preceded the confideration of punifbment : for
the idea of punifhment prefuppofes the idea of offence: punifbment, as fuch,
not being inflicted but in confideration of offence. '

Laply, the analytical difcuffions relative to the claffification of offences would,
according to bis prefens views, be transferred to a feparate treatife, in which
the fyflem of legiflation is confidered folely in refpeét of its form: in other
words, in refpedd of its method and terminology.

In thefe refpells the perfermance fails of coming up to the author’s oton ideas
of what fbould bave been exbibited in a work, bearing the title be bas now
given it, viz, that of an Introduction to the Principles of Morals and
Legiflation. He knows bowever of no other that would be lefs unfuitable :
nor in particular would fo adequate an intimation of its altual contents bave
been given, by a title correfponding to the more limited defign, with which it was
written : viz. that of ferving as an introduétion to.a penal code.

Tet more. Dry and tedious as a great part of the difeufions it contains muft
unavoidably be found by the bulk of readers, be kmvws nox bow to regrer the
baving written them, nor even the baving made them- public. Under every
bead, the pratdical ufes, to <which the difewffions contained under that bead ap-
peared applicable, are indicated : nor is there, be believes, a fingle propofition
toat be bas not found occafion to build upon-in the pemning of fome article or
oloer of tbofe provifions of detail, of which a body of law, authoritative or
unautberitative, muft be compofed.  He will venture to fpecify particularly, in
this view, the feveral chapters fbortly charaierifed by the words Senfibility,
Acttions, Intentionality, Confcioufnefs, Matives, Difpofitions, Confe-
quences. Even in the enormous chapter on the divifion of offences, which, not-~.
witbffanding the forced compreffion the plan bas wndergome in feveral of its
parts, in manner theve rientioned, occupies no fewer thar ome bundred and

* For example.~11 is woerf 10 lofe than fimply not t0 gain.~A lofs falls the Lighter by being
dizrided —The fuffering, of a peryon burt in gratification of exmity, is greater thas the gratification
produced by the fame canfe. Thefe, and a few others which he will have oceafion to exhibit at
the head of anather publication, bave the fame claim to the appellation of axioms, as thofe
given by mathematicians under that name ; fince, referring to univerfal experience as their
immediate bafis, they are incapable of demonflration, and require only to be developed and
iliultrated, in order to be recognized as incontefible,

Sfour
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Sour of thefe clofely printed quarto pages, the ten concluding ones are employed
in a flatement of ibe praflical advantages that may be reaped from the plan
of claffification which it exbibits. Thofe in whofe fight the Defence of Ufury
bas been fortunate enough to find favour, may reckon as one inftance of thofe
advantages the difcovery of the principles developed in that little treatife. In
the preface to an anonymous tralt pudlifbed fo long agoas in 1776, be bad
binted at the utility of a natural claffification of offences, in the charafler of a 1¢/?
for diftinguifbing zenuine from fpurious ones. The cafe of ufury is one among a
number of inflances of the truth cf that obfervation. A note that may be found
in page ccv of the prefens publication, may ferve to fheww bow the opinions, de-
veloped in that trafl, owed their origin to the difficulty experienced in the attemp?
to find a place in bis [ifiem for that imaginary offence. To fome readers, as a
means of belping them to fupport the fatigue of wading thyrough an analyfis of
Siuch enormous length, be would almift recommend the beginning with thfe ten
concluding pages.

One good at leaft may refult from the prefent publication ; viz. that the more
be bas trefpaffed on toe patience of the reader on this occafion, the lefs need be will
bave fo 1o do on future ones : fo that this may do 1o thife, the office which is
done, by books of pure mathematics, to books of mixed matbematics and natural
philofopby. Tbe narrower the circle of readers is, within which the prefent
work may be condemned to confine iifelf, the lefs limited may be the number of
thofe to whem the fruits of bis fucceeding labours may be found accefible.
He may therefere in this refpelt find bimfelf in the condition of thofe philofopbers
of antiquity, swho are reprefented as having beld two bodies of dofirine, a po-
pular and an occult one : but, with this difference, that in bis inflance the occult
and the popular will, be bopes, be found as confifient as in thofe they were con-
tradiflory ; and that in bis produllion whatever there is of occultiefs bas been
the pure refult of fad necelfity, and in no refpeft of choice.

Having, in the courfe of this advertifement, bad fuch frequent occafion to al-
lude to different arrangements, as baving been fuggefled by more extenfive and
maturer views, it may perbaps contribute to the fatisfaltion of the reader, to
receive a fbort intimation of their nature : the ratber, as, without fuch expla-
mation, references, made bere and there to unpublifbed works, might be produc-
tive of perplexity and mifiake.  Tbe following then are the titles of the works
by the publication of which bis prefent defigns would be compleated. They aie
exbibited in the order which feemed to bim beft fitted for apprebenfion, and in

* A Fragment on Government, &c.
svkich
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which they would fiand difpefed, were the whole affemblage ready to come out at
once: but the order, in which they will eventually appear, may probably enough
be influenced in fome degree by collateral and temporary confiderations.

Part the sfi.  Principles of legiflation in matters of civil, more diftinc-
tively termed private diftributive, or for fbortnefs, diftributive, law.

Part the 2d.  Principles of legiflation in matters of penal law.

Part the 3d. Principles of legiflation in matters of procedure: uniting
in one view the criminal and cvil éranches, between which no line can be
drason, but a very indiftinét one, and that continually liable to variation.

Part the 4tb.  Principles of legiflation in matters of reward.

Part the §th.  Principles of legiflation in matters of public diftributive,
more concifely as well as familiarly termed conftitutional, Jaw. -

Part the 6th.  Principles of legiflation in matters of political tatics: or of
the art of maintaining order in the proceedings of political affemblies, fo as to
direll them to the end of their inflitution : viz. by a [yftem of rules, which are
to the conflitutional brancb, in fome refpells, what the law of procedure is to
the civil and the penal.

Part the 7tb.  Principles of legiflation in matters betwixt nation and nation,
or, to ufe a new though not inexpreffive appellation, in matters of international
law. | ’ |

Part the 8tb.  Principles of legiflation in matters of finance.

Part the gtb.  Principles of legiflation in matters of political economy.

Part the 1oth. Plan of a body of law, compleat in all its branches, confi-
dered in refpel? of its form ; in other words, in refpeit of its method and ter-
minslogy; including a vieswo of the crigination and conneflion of the ideas expreffed
by the fhort lift of terms, the expofition of which contains all that can be faid
scith propriety to belcug to the bead of univerfal jurifprudence *.

Tbe ufe of the principles laid down under the above feveral beads is to pre-
pare the scay for the body of law itfelf exbibited in terminis ; and which to be
compleat, with reference to any political flate, muft confegueiitly be calenlated
Sfor the meridian, and adapted to the circumflances, of fome one fuch fate in
particular.

Had be an unlimited posser of drawing upon time, and every other condition
neceffary, it wonld be bis <wifb to pofipone the publication of each part to the

* Such as obligation, right, power, pofleflion, title, exemption, immunity, franchife,
privilege, nallity, validity, and the like,

completion
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complation of the whole. In particular, the ufe of the ten parts, which exbibis
what appear to bim the diclates of utility in every line, being no other than to
Jurnifb reafons for the feveral correfponding provifions comtained in the body of
law itfelf, the exait truth of the former can never be precifely afcertained, till
the provifions, to which they are deftined to apply, are themfelves afcertained, and
that in terminis. But as the infirmity of buman nature renders all plans pre-
carious in the execution, in proportion as they are extenfive in the defign, and as
be bas already made confiderable advances in feveral branches of the thevry,
without baving made correfpondent advances in the praftical applications, ke
deemns it more than preballe, that the eventual order of publication will nut
correfpond exallly with that which, bad it been equally praflicable, <oould bave
appeared moft eligible.  Of this irregularity the unavoidable refult will be, a
multitude of imperfeitions, which, if the execution of the body of law in termi-
nis bad kept pace with the developement of the principles, fo that each part bad
been adjufled and correcied by the other, might bave been avoided.  llis condut?
bowever will be the lefs fwayed by this inconvenience, from bis fufpeiting it 1o
be of the number of thofe in schich the perforial vanity of the author is much wicye
concerned, than theinflruélion of the public : fince whatever amendments moy Lo
Juggefed in the detail of the principles, by tbe iiteral Jixation of the provifics
to wbich they are relative, may eafily be made in a corvefled edition of the former,
Succeeding upon the publication of the latter.

Inn the conrfe of the eafuing pages, veferences will be found, as already inti -
maled, fime to the ploi of a penal code to which this work was meant as an
intredufiion, feme to cthey Lranches of the abovementioned general plan, wider
titles fomewbat diffevent from thefe, by which they have been mentioned bere.
The giving this warning is all wwhich i is in the author’s power to do, to fave
the reader from the perplexity of leoking out for wwhat bas not as yet any exift-
ence.  The recollellion of the change of plan will in like manner account for
SJeveral fimilay incongruities not worth particularizing.

Tbe fbeet containing errata, with a few corrections and additions, is a copy
of one which was printed off a year o two afier the work itfelf ; and undergoes
at prefent xo other alleration than that of its title : except in thofe paragraphs
which are d:fituguiffo:d & a recent dete.

Allufiun was made, at the cutfet of this advertijencit, to forite unfpecified dif-
Siculties, as the canfes of the original fuipeiificn, and vnfinifbed complexion, cof th:
prefent swork,  Afhamed of bis defea, and unable 1o diffembie it, be knotss not

bt
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bow to refufe bimfelf the benefit of fuch an apology as aflight freteh of the na-
ture of thofe difficulties may afford.

The difcovery of them was produced by the atiempt to folve the queftions that
will be found at the conclufion of the volume: Wherein confifted the identity
and compleatnefs of a law 2 'What the diftin&ion, and where the feparation,
between 4 penal and a civil law @ 'Wha the diftinction, and where the fepa-
ration, between the pewal and other branches of the law ?

To give a compleat and correlt anfwer to thefe queftions, it is ‘but too evident

that the relations and dependencies of every part of the legiflative fiftem, with
refpell to every otber, muft bave been comprebended and afcertained. But it is

only upom a view of thefe parts themfelves, that fuch an operation could bave
been performed.  To the accuracy of fuch a_furvey one neceffary condition would
therefore be, the compleat exiftence of the fabric to be furveyed, Of the per-
Jormance of this candtt:an Ho examp!e is as yet to be met with any where. Com-
mon law, as it files itfelf in England, judiciary law, as it might more aptly
be fliled every where, that fiflitious compofition which bas no known perfon for
its author, no known affemblage of words for its fubflance, forms every where
the main body of the legal fabric : like that fancied ether, which, in default of
Jenfible matter, fills up the meafure of the univerfe. Shreds and feraps of real
law, ffuck on upon that imaginary ground, compofe the furniture of every ma-
tional code. What follows ? —that be who, for the purpofe juft mentioned or for
any other, wants an example of a compleat body of law to refer 10, muft begin
with making cne.

There is, or rather there ought to be, a logic of the will, as well as of the
underftanding : the operations of the former facully, are neither lefs fufceptible,
wor lefs wortby, than thofe of the latter, of being delineated by rules.  Of thefe
iwo branches of that recondite ars, drifiotie faw only the latter: fucceeding
[ogicians, (reading in the feps of their great founder, bave concurred in feeing
scith no other eyes.  Yet fo far as a difference can be affigned betvoeen branches
Jo intimately connelled, whalever difference there is, in point of importance, is in
favear of the logic of the will.  Since it is only by their capacity of direiting
tbe operations of this faculty, that the operations of the underflanding are of
any cerfequence.

Of 1bis logic of the <will, the feience of \aw, confidered in refpefl of its form,
is the mof} confiderable branch,—=the moft important application. Jt is, 10 the
crt of legiflaticn, wchat the [cience of anatomy is to the art of medicine : with

this
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this difference, that the fubjelt of it is what the artift has to work with, inffead
of being what be bas to operate upon.  Nor is the body politic lefs in danger
JSrom a want of acquaintance witk the one feience, than the Lody natural from
ignorance in the otber. One example, among f} a thoufand that might bz adduced
in proof of this affertion, may be feen in the note which terminates this volume.

Such then were the difficulties : fuch the preliminaries :—an unexampled
work to atchieve, and then a new feience to create : a new branch to add 1o
one of the moft abfirufe of [ciences.

Yet more : A body of propefed law, bow compleat foever, wonld be compa-
ratively ufelefs and uninfirullvve, unlefs explained and Julified, and that in
every tittle, by a continued accompaniment, a perpetusl commentary of reafons :
which reafons, thas the comparative value of fuch as point in oppofite direfiions
may be ¢ftimated, and the conjunél force, of fuch as point in the fame direction,
may be felt, muft be marjballed, and put under fubordination to fuch extenfive
and leading ones as are termed principles. There muft be therefore, not one
Jiftem only, but two parallel and connelted [iftems, running on together, the one
of legiflative provifions, the other of political reafons, each afferding to the other
correilion and fupport.

Are enterprizes like thefe atchievable 2 He knows not.  This only be knores,
tbat they bave been undertaken, proceeded in, and that fome progrefs bas been
made in all of them. He will venture to add, if at all atchievable, never at
leat by ome, to whom the fatigue of attending to difenffions, as arid as thefe
which occupy the enfuing pages, would either appear ufelefs, or feel intolerabie.
IHe will repeat it boldly (for it bas been faid before bim,) truths that Jorm
tbe bafis of political and moral feience, are not to be difcovered but by invefliga-
tions as fevere as matbematical ones, and beyond all comparifon more intricate
and exsenfrve.  The familiarity of the terms is a prefumption, but it is o
moff failacious ome, of the facility of the matter. Truths in general bave been
called fubborn things : the truths juft mentioned are fo in their own way.
They are not 10 be forced into detached and general propofitions, unincumbered
with explanations and exceptions.  They will not comprefs themfelves ints epi-
grams. They recoil from the tongue and the pen of the declaimer. They
Sloarifb not ix the fame foil with fentiment. They grow aming thorns ; and are
not to be plucked, like daifies, by infants as they run.  Labour, the inevitable
lot of bumanity, is in no track more inevitable than bere. In vain would an
Alexander befpeak a peculiar road for rveyal vanity, or a Prolemy, a_fmosther
one, for royal indolemce. There is no King's Road, o Stadthoider’s Gate,

10 legiflative, ary more than 1o mathematic fcience,
c AN
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Principles of Morals and L.egiflation.
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CHAP I

ATURE has placed mankind under the governance of two INTROD
fovereign matters, pain and pleafure. 1t is for them alone to Crar. L
point out what we ought to do, as well as to determine what we fhall "

Mankind
do. On the one hand the ftandard of right and wrong, on the other governed by

the chain of caunfes and effeés, are faftened to their throne. They go- };?;:fua rr;d
vern us in all we do, in all we fay, in all we think: every effort we can
make to throw off our fubjetion, will ferve but to demonftrate and
confirm it. In words 2 man may pretend to abjure their empire : but
in reality he will remain fubje@ to it all the while. The principle of
utility recognizes this fubjection, and affumes it for the foundation of

that fyftem, the obje& of which is to rear the fabric of- felicity by the
hands of reafon and of law. Syftems which attempt to queftion it,
deal in founds inftead of fenfe, in caprice inftead of reafon, in dark-
nefs inftead of light, | |

But enough of metaphor and declamation: it is not by fuch means
that moral {cience is to be improved. |

Vor, I, B I1. The.

!
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Of the Principle of [UTILITY.)

The principle of utility is the foundation of the prefent work : it
will be proper therefore at the outfet to give an explicit and deter-
minate account of what is meant by it. By the principle® of utility
1s meant that principle which approves or difapproves of every ation
whatfoever, according to the tendency which it appears to have to
augment or diminifh the happinefs of the party whofe intereft is in
queftion: or, what is the fame thing in other words, to promote or to
oppofe that happinefs. I fay of every attion whatfoever ; and there-
fore not only of every a&xon of a pnvate mdmdual but of every mea-
fure of government,

I11.

By utility is meant that property in any obje®, whereby it tends to
produce benefit, advantage, pleafure, good, or happinefs (all this in
the prefent cafe comes to the fame thing) or (what comes again to the
fame thing) to prevent the happening of mifchief, pain, evil, or un-
happinefs to the party whofe intereft is confidered : if that party be
the community in general, then the happinefs of the community :
if a particular individual, then the happinefs of that individual. |

IV.
The intereft of the community is one of the moft general expref'-

fions that can occur in the phrafeology of moraIs no wonder that the
meaning of it is often loft, When it has a meanm it is: thxsi The

community is 2 iitious fody, compofed of the md1v1dual perfons who

[5 Principle] The word principle is derived from the Latin prinéipium wﬁlic-:h feems

to be compounded of the two words primus, firft, or chief, and cipium, 4 termination
which feems to be derived from capio to take, as in mancipium, municipium ; to which
are analogus auceps, forceps, and others. It1is a term of very vague and very extenfive

fignification : it is applied to any thing which is conceived to ferve as a foundation or
beginning to any feries of operations: in fome cafes, of phyfical operations ; but of
mental operations in the prefent cafe, _

The primciple here in queftion may be taken for an a® of the mind ; a fentiment; a
fentiment of approbation ; a fentiment which, when applied to an a&ion, approves of

its utility, as that quality of it by which the meafure of approbation or difapprobation
beflowed upan it ought to be governed,

3 are



Of the Principle of [UTILITY.]

are confidered as conftituting as it were its members. The intereft of
the community then is, what? the fum of the interefts of the feveral
members who compofe it.

V.

It is in vain to talk of the intereft of the community, without under-
ftanding what is the intereft of the individual®. A thing is faid to
promote the intereft, or to be for the intereft, of an individual, when it
tends to add to the fum total of his pleafures: or, what comes to the
fame thing, to diminifh the fum total of 'his pains.

| VI.

An attion then may be faid to be conformable to the principle of
utility, or, for thortnefs fake, to utility, (meaning with refpe&t to the
community at large) when the tendency it has to augment the happi-
nefs of the community is greater than any it has to diminifh it.

VII.

A meafure of government (which is but a particular kind of action,
performed by a particular perfon or perfons) may be faid to be con-
formable to or ditated by the principle of utility, when in like manner
the tendency which it has to augment the happinefs of the community
1s greater than any which it has to diminifh it.

VIIL

When an altion, or in particular a meafure of government, is fup-
pofed by a man to be conformable to the principle of utility, it may be
convenient, for the purpofes of difcourfe, to imagine a kind of law or
dictate, called a law or diftate of utility: and to {peak of the a&ion
in queftion, as being conformable to fuch law or difate.

- IX.

A man may be faid to be a partizan of the principle of utility, when
the approbation or difapprobation he annexes to any a&ion, or to any
meafure, is determined by and proportioned to the tendency which he
conceives it to have to augment or to diminifh the happinefs of the

[® Intereft, &c.] Intereft is one of thofe words, which not having any fuperior genus,
<annot in the ordinary way be defined.

B2 community :
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Of the Priciple of [UT 1 LIT Y.]

commupity : or in other words, to its conformity or unconformity to.
the laws or dictates of utility. |
| X.
Of an altion that is conformable to the principle of utility, one may
always fay either that it is one that ought to be done, or at leaft that
it is not one that ought not to be done. One may fay alfo, that it is

right it fhould be done ; at leaft that it is not wrong it thould be done :

that 1t 1s a right aftion ; at leaft that it is not a wrong altion. When.
thus interpreted, the words ought, and right and wrong, and others of
that ftamp, have a meaning: when otherwife, they have none..
XL |

Flas the rectitude of this principle been ever formally contefted ? It-
thould feem that it had, by thofe who have not known what they have
been meaning. Is it fufceptible of any direét proof? it fhould feem
not: for that which is ufed to prove every thing elfe, cannot itfelf be
proved: a chain of proofs muft have their commencement fomewhere.
"To give fuch proof is as impofible as it is needlefs.

X1
Not that there is or ever has been that human creature breathing,
however {tupid or perverfe, who has not on many, perhaps.on moft occa-

fions of his life, deferr’d to it. By the natural conftitution of the human:
frame, on moft occafions of their lives men in general embrace this
principle,. without thinking of it: if not for the ordering of their own

altions, yet for the trying: of their own aétions, as well as of thofe of |
other men. There have been, at the fame time, not many, perhaps,.
even of the moft intelligent, who have been difpofed to embrace it

purely and without referve. There are even few who have not taken

fome occafion or other to quarrel with it, either on account of their not

underftanding always how to apply it, or on account of {fome prejudice-
or other which they were afraid to examine into, or could not bear to.
part with. For fuch is the ftuff that man is made of : in principle and

in practice, in a right track and'in a wrong one, the rareft of all human

qualities is confiftency.

XIII. When



Of the Principle of [UTILITY.]
X1II..
When a man attempts to comnbat the principle of utility, it is with
reafons drawn, without his being aware of it, from that very principle
itfelf. © His arguments, if they prove any thing, prove, not that

the principle is wrong; but that, according to the applications he

fuppofes to be made of it, it is mifapplied. Is it poflible for a man to
move the earth? Yes; but he muft firft find out another earth to ftand
upon.. ) 5 | |
.. __ XI1V. -
To difprove the propriety of it by arguments is impoflible; bdt, from
the caufes that have been mentioned, or from fome confufed or partial
view of it,. a maw may happen to be difpofed not to relith it. Where
this is the cafe, if he thinks the féttling of his opinions on fuch a fub-
ject worth the trouble,. let him take the following fteps, and at length,
perhaps, he may come to reconcile himfelf to it.

1. Let him fettle with himfelf, whether he would with to difcard this
principle altogether; if fo, let him confider what it is that all his
reafonings (in matters. of politics efpeciatly) can amount to ?

2. If he'would, let him fettle with himfelf, whether he would judge

and act without any principle, or whether there is. any other he would.

judge and aét by ¥

3. If there be, let him examine and' fatisfy himfelf whether the
principle he thinks he has found is really any feparate intelligible prin-
ciple; or whether it be not a mere principle in words, a kind of phrafe,
which at bottom exprefles neither more nor lefs than the mere averment
of his own unfounded fentiments; that is, what in. another perfon he
might be apt to call caprice?

4».If he is inclined to think that his own approbation or difapproba-
tton, annexed to the idea of an a&, without any regard to its con-
fequences,: is a.fufficient foundation for him to judge and at upon, let

¢ ¢¢ The principle of utility,” (I have heard it faid) ¢ is a dangerous principle : it
% 'is dangerous on <ertain occafions to confalt it.” This is as much as to fay, what ?

that it is not confonant to utility, to confult utility : in fhort, that it is sor confulting it,
to confult it.

5 him
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vi Of the Principle of [UTILIT Y.]
INTROP, him afk himfelf whether his fentiment is to be a ftandard of right and
Casr L wrong, with refpect to every other man, or whether every man’s fenti-
ment has the fame privilege of being a ftandard to itfelf ?
5. In the firft cafe, let him afk himfelf whether his prmcnple is not
defpotical, and hoftile to all the reft of human race? |
- 6. In the fecond cafe, whether it is not anarchical, and whether at
thxs rate there are not as many different ftandards of right and wrong
as there are men? and whether even to the fame man, the fame thing,
which is right to-day, may not (without the leaft change in its nature) be
wrong to-morrow ? and whether the fame thmg 1s notright and wrong
in the fame place at the fame time? and in either cafe, whether all
argument is not at an end? and whether, when two men have faid, I
¢ like this,” and “ I don’t like it,” they can (upon fuch a principle) have
any thing more to fay ?
7. If he fhould have faid to himfelf, No: for that the fentiment
which he propofes as a ftandard muft be grounded on refletion, let him
{ay on what particulars the refle@tion is to turn? if on particulars having
relation to the utility of the a&, then let him fay whether this is not
deferting his own principle, -and borrowing aflifance from that very
one 1n oppofition to which he fets it up: or if not on thofe particulars,
on what other particulars ?
8. If he fhould be for compounding the matter, and adopting his

own principle in part, and the prmmple of utility in part, let him fay
how far he will adopt it ?

9. When he has f{ettled with hlmfelf wherc he will ftop, then let him
afk himlelf how he juftifies to himfelf the adopting it fo far? and why
he will not adopt it any farther?

r0. Admitting any other principle than the principle of utility to be
a right principle, a principle that it is right for a man to purfue ;. ad-
mitting (what is not true) that the word right can have a meaning
without reference to utility, let him fay whether there is any fuch thing
as a motive that a man can have to purfue the diétates of it: if there is,
let him fay what that motive is, and how it is to be diftinguithed from
thofe which enforce the dictates of utility: if not, then laftly let him
fay what it 1s this other principle can be good for?

/

CHAP



Of [PRINCIPLES ADVERSE] # éat of Utility:

C H A P. IT.

L.
IF" the principle of utility be a right principle to be governed by,
and that in all cafes, it follows from what has been jult obferved,
that whatever principle differs from it in any cafe muft neceflarily be a
wrong one. 'To prove any other principle, therefore, to be a wrong one,
there needs no more than juft to fhew it to be what it is, a principle of
which the dictates are in fome point or other different from thofe of the
principle of utility: to flate it is to {:OHﬁ.ltﬂ 1t,
IL
A principle may be different from that of utility in two ways: 1. By
being conftantly oppofed to it: this is the cafe with a principle which
may be termed the principle of afceticifin*. 2. By being fometimes op-
pofed to it, and fometimes not, as it may happen: this is the cafe with
another, which may be termed the principle of fimparhy and antipatby.

[.* Afceticifm ] Afcetic is a term that has been fometimes applied to Monks. It
comes from a Greek word which fignifies exercife. The pra&tices by which Monks fought
to diftinguifh themfelves from other men, were called their exercifes, Thefe exercifes
confifted in fo many contrivances they had for tormenting themfelves. By this they
thought to ingratiate themfelves withthe Deity. For the Deity, faid they, is a Being
of infinite benevolence: now a Being of the moft ordinary benevolence is pleafed to fee.
others make themfelves as happy as they can: therefore to make ourfelves as unhappy
as we can is the way to pleafe the Deity, If any hody afked them, what motive they
could find for doing all this? Oh! faid they, you are not to imagine that we are punifh-
ing ourfelves for nothing: we know very well what we are about. You are to know,
that for every grain of pain it cofts us now, we are to have a hundred grains of plea-
fure by and. by, The cafe is, that God loves to fee us torment ourfelves at prefent :
indeed he has as good as told us fo, But this is done only to try us, in order juft to
fee how we fhould behave: which it is plain he could not know, without making the
experiment. Now then, from the fatisfaction it gives him to fee us make ourfelves as
unhappy as we can make ourfelves. in this prefent life, we have a fure proof of the
fatisfaltion it will give him to fee us as happy as he can make us in a life to come.
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By the principle of afceticifm I mean that principle, which, like the
principle of utility, approves or difapproves of any aétion, according to
the tendency which it appears to have to augment or diminith the hap-
pinefs of the party whofe intereft is in queftion ; but in an inverfe man-
ner: approving of actions in as far as they tend to diminith his happi-
nefs; difapproving of them in as far as they tend to augment it.

. | IV.

It is evident that any one who reprobates any the leaft particle of
pleafure, as fuch, from whatever fource derived, is pro tanto a partizan of
the principle of afceticifm. It is only upon that principle, and not
from the principle of utility, that the moft abominable pleafure which
the vileft of malefactors ever reaped from his crime would be to be re-

probated, if it ftood alone. The cafe is, that it never does ftand alone;

but i1s neceflarily followed by fuch a quantity of pain (or, what comes to

the fame thing, fuch a chance for a certain quantity of pain) that the

pleafure in comparifon of it, is as nothing : and this is the true and fole,

but perfectly fufficient, reafon for making it a ground for punifhment.
V. ,

‘There are two claffes of men of very different complexions, by whom
the principle of afceticifm appears to have been embraced; the one a
fet of moralifts: the other a fet of religionifts. Different accordingly
have been the motives which appear to have recommended it to the

notice of thefe different parties. Hope, that is the profpe&t of plea-

fure, feems to have animated the former : hope, the aliment of philo-
fophic pride: the hope of honour and reputation at the hands of men.
Fear, that is the profpe@ of pain, the latter: fear, the offspring.of
fuperttitious fancy: the fear of future punithment at the hands of a
fplenetic and revengeful Deity. I fay in this cafe fear: for of the in-
vifible future, fear is more powerful than hope. Thefe circumftances
charalterize the two different parties among the partizans of the prin-
ciple of alceticifm ; the parties and their motives different, the princi-
ple the fame,

VI. The
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VI.

The religious party, however, appear to have carried it farther than
the philofophical: they have ated more confiftently and lefs wifely.
The philofophical party have fcarcely gone farther than to reprobate
pleafure: the religious party have frequently gone fo far as to make it a
matter of merit and of duty to court pain. The philofophical party
have hardly gone farther than the making pain a matter of indifference.
It is no evil, they have faid: they have not faid, it is a good. They
have not fo much as reprobated all pteafure in the lump. They have
difcarded only what they have called the grofs ; thatis, fuch as are
organical, or of which the origin is eafily traced up to fuch as are or-
ganical : they have even cherithed and magnified the refined. Yet this,
however, not under the name of pleafure: to cleanfe itfclf from the
fordes of its impure original, it was neceffary it thould change its name
the honourable, the glorious, the reputable, the becoming, the ho-
neftum, the decorum, it was to be called: in fhort, any thing but
pleafure.

VII.

From thefe two fources have flowed the do&rines from which the
fentiments of the bulk of mankind have all along received a tinGure of
this principle ; fome from the philofophical, fome from the religious,
fome from both. Men of education more frequently from the philofo-
phical,” as more fuited to the elevation of their fentiments: the vulgar
more frequently from the fuperftitious, as more fuited to the narrownefs
of their intelle&t, undilated by knowledge: and to the abjettnefs of
their condition, continually open to the attacks of fear. The tinctures,
however, derived from the two fources, would naturally intermingle,
infomuch that a man would not always know by which of them he was
moft influenced : and they would often ferve to corroborate and en-
liven one another. It was this conformity that made a kind of alliance
between parties of a complexion otherwife fo diffimilar: and difpofed
them to unite upon various occafions againft the common enemy, the
partizan of the principle of utility, whom they joined in branding with
the odious name of Epicurean.
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VIII.

The principle of afceticifm, however, with whatever warmth it may
have been embraced by its partizans as a rule of private conduét, feems
not to have been carried to any confiderable length, when applied
to the bufinefs of government. In a few inftances it has been carried
a little way by the philofophical party: witnefs the Spartan regimen.
Though then, perhaps, it may be confidered as having been a meafure
of fecurity : and an application, though a precipitate and perverfe ap-

plication, of the principle of utility. Scarcely in any inftances, to any

confiderable length, by the religious : for the warious menaftic orders,
and the focieties of the Quakers, Dumplers, Moravians, and other
religionifts, have been free focieties, whofe regimen no man has been
aftrited to without the intervention of his own confent. Whatever
merit a man may have thought there would be in making himfelf
miferable, no fuch notion feems ever to have occurred to any of them
that it may be a merit, much lefs a duty, to. make others miferable
although it thould feem, that if a certain quantity of mifery were a
thing fo defirable, it would not matrer much whether it were brought
by each man upon himfelf, or by one man upon another. It is true,
that from the fame fource from whence, among the religioniits, the at-
tachment to the principle of afceticifim took its rife, flowed other
do&rines and practices, from which mifery in abundance was produced
in one man by the inftrumentality of another: witnefs the holy wars,
and the perfecutions for religion. But the paffion for producing mifery
in thefe cafes proceeded upon fome fpecial ground : the exercife of it
was confined to perfons of particular defcriptions : they were tormented,
not as men, but as heretics and infidels. To have inflited the fame
miferies on their fellow-believers and fellow-fetaries, would have been as
blameable in the eyes even of thefe religionifls, as in. thofe of a partizan
of the principle of utility. For a man to give himfelf a certain number
of ftripes was indeed meritorious: but to give the fame number of
ftripes to another man, not confenting, would have been a fin. We
read of faints, who for the good of their fouls, and the mortification
of their bodies, have voluntarily yielded themfelves a prey to vermin:

but
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but though many perfons of this clafs have wiclded the reins of
empire, we read of none who have fet themfelves to work, and made
laws on purpofe, with a view of ftocking the body politic with the breed
of highwaymen, houfebreakers, or incendiaries. If at any time they
have fuffered the nation to be preyed upon by fwarms of idle penfion-
ers, or ufelefs placemen, it has rather been from negligence and im-
becillity, than from any fettled plan for opprefling and plundering of
the people. If at any time they have fapped the fources of national
wealth, by cramping commerce, and driving the inhabitants into emi-
gration, it has been with other views, and in purfuit of other ends.
If they have declaimed againft the purfuit of pleafure, and the ufe of
wealth, they have commonly ftopt at declamation: they have not,
like Lycurgus, made exprefs ordinances for the purpofe of banithing
the precious metals. If they have eftablithed idlenefs by a law, it has
been not becaufe idlenefs, the mother of vice and mifery, is itfelf a
virtue, but becaufe idlenefs (fay they) is the road to holinefs. 1f under
the notion of fafting, they have joined in the plan of confining their
fubjetts to a diet, thought by fome to be of the moft nourithing and
prolific nature, it has been not for the fake of making them tributaries
to the nations by whom that diet was to be fupplied, but for the fake
of manifefting their own power, and exercifing the obedience of the
people. If they have eftablifhed, or fuffered to be eftablithed, punifh-
ments for the breach of celibacy, they have done no more than comply
with the petitions of thofe deluded rigorifts, who, dupes to the am-
bitious and deep-laid policy of their rulers, firft laid themfelves under
that idle obligation by a vow,
IX,

The principle of afceticiim feems originally to have been the reverie
‘of certain hafty fpeculators, who having perceived, or fancied, that cer-
tain pleafures, when reaped in certain circumitances, have, at the long
run, been attended with pains more than equivalent to them, took oc-
cafion to quarrel with every thing that offered itfelf under the name of
pleafure. Having then got thus far, and hav.ng forgot the point which
they fet out from, they puthed on, and went {o much further as to

Ca2 think
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INTROD. think it meritorious to fall in love with pain. ~ Even this, we fee, is at
-7 - botrom but the principle of utility mifapplied.
X.

f)te can never The principle of utility is capable of being confiftently purfued; and

ly purfued, it is but tautology to fay, that the more confiftently it is purfued, the
better it muft ever be for human-kind. The principle of afceticifin never
was, nor ever can be, confiftently purfued by any living creature. Let
but one tenth part of the inhabitants of this earth purfue it confiftently,.
and in a day’s time they will have turned it into a hell,

XI.
‘The princi- Among principles adverfe to that of utility, that which at this day
?if;gﬂ’ feems to have moft influence in matters of government, is what may
antipathy,  be called the principle of fympathy and antipathy. By the principle of
A * {ympathy and antipathy, I mean that principle which approves or difap-
proves of certain ations, not on account of their tending to augment
the happinefs, nor yet on account of their tending to diminifh the
happinefs of the party whofe intereft is in queftion, but merely becaufe
a man finds himfelf difpofed to approve or difapprove of them: holding
up that approbation or difapprobation as a-fufficient reafon for itfelf,
and difclaiming the neceflity of looking out for any extrinfi¢ ground.
Thus far in the general department of morals: and in the particular
department of politics, meafuring out the quantum (as well as deter-
mining the ground) of punifhment, by the degree of the. difappro-~
bation.

X1I.
This is ra- It is manifeft, that this is rather a principle in name than in reality : it
‘g};‘:ﬁ?zfn:ﬁ is not a pofitive principle of itfelf, fo much as a term employed to fig-
principle,  nify the negation of all principle. "What one expeéts to find in 2 prin-
:ﬁ?:ga;oyﬁ_ ciple is fomething that points out fome external confideration, as a
tive. means of warranting and guiding the internal fentiments of approba-
tion and difapprobation: this expeftation is but ill fulfilled by a pro-
pofition, which does neither more nor lefs than hold up each of thofe

fentiments as a ground and ftandard for itfelf, |
3 X1 In
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XI11.

In looking over the catalogue of human alions (fays a partizan of
this principle) in order to determine which of them are to be marked with
the feal of difapprobation, you need but to take counfel of your own
feelings : whatever you find in yourfelf a propenfity to condemn, is
wrong for that very reafon. For the fame reafon it is alfo meet for
punithment : in what proportion it is adverfe to utility, or whether 1t
be adverfe to utility at all, is a matter that makes no difference. In
that fame proportion alfo is it meet for punithment: if you hate much,

punith much: if you hate little, punith little: punifh as you hares,

If you hate not at all, punifh not at all : the fine feelings of the foul
are not to be overborne and tyrannized by the harfh and rugged dictates
of political utility.

XIV.

The various {yftems that have been formed concerning the ftandard
of right and wrong, may all be reduced to the principle of fympathy
and antipathy. One account may ferve for all of them. They confift
all of them in fo many contrivances for avoiding the obligation of ap-
pealing to any external ftandard, and for prevailing upon the reader
to accept of the author’s fentiment or opinion as a reafon for itfelf,
The. phrafes different, but the principle the fame ®.

| XV. It

b It is curious enough to obferve the variety of inventions men have hit upon, and
the variety of phrafes they have brought forward, in order to conceal from the world,
and, if poflible, from themfelves, this very general and therefore very paraonab!e felf-
fufliciency. _

1. One man fays, he has a thing made on purpofe to tell him what is right and what
is. wrong; and that it is called a moral fen/e : and then he goes to work at his eafe, and
fays, fuch a thing is right, and fuch a thing is wrong—why? ¢ becaufe my moral
*¢ fenie tells me it 1s.”’

2. Another man comes and alters the phrafe: leaving out moral, and putting in
common, in the room of it, He then tells you, that his common fenfe teaches him
what is right and wrong, as {urely as the other’s moral fenfe did : meaning by common
fenfe, a fenfe of fome kind or other, which, he fays, is pofleffed by all mankind :
the fenfe of thofe, whofe fenfe is not the fame as the author’s, being ftruck out of the
account as nos worth taking, This contrivance does better than the other 3 for 2 moral

fenfe,
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XV.

It is manifelt, that the diates of this principle will frequently
coincide with thofe of utility, though perhaps without intending any
fuch thing. Probably more frequently than not: and hence it is that

the

fenfe, being a new thing, 2 man may feel about him a good while without being able
to find it out: but common fenfe is as old as the creation ; and chere 1s no man but
would be athamed to be thought not to have as much of it as his neighbours. Tt has
another great advantage : by appearing to fhare power, it leflens envy: for when a

_man gets up upon this ground, in order to anathematize thofe who differ from him, it
is not by a fic wolo fic jubeo, but by a welitis jubeatis,
3. Underftand-

3. Another man comes, and fays, that as to a moral fenfe indeed, he cannot find
that he has any fuch thing : that however he has an waderfanding, which will do quite
as well. This underftanding, he fays, is the ftandard of right and wrong: it tells
him fo and fo. All good and wife men underftand as he does: if other men’s under-
ftandings differ in any point from his, fo much the worfe for them: itisa fure fign they
are either defeltive or corrupt.

4. Another man fays, that there is an eternal and immutable Rule of Right: that
that rule of right di®ates fo and fo: and then he begins giving you his fentiments
upon any thing that comes uppermoft: and thefe fentiments {you are to take for
granted) are fo many branches of the eternai rule of right.

5. Another man, or perhaps the fame man (it’s no matter) fays, that there are cer-
tain praltices conformable, and others repugnant, to the Fitnefs of Things ; and then he
tells you, at his leifure, what praltices are conformable and what repugnant: juft as he
happens to like a practice or diflike it.

6. A great multitude of people are continually talking of the Law of Nature; and
then they go on giving you their fentiments about what is right and what is wrong:
and thefe fentiments, you are to underftand, are fo many chapters and feftions of the
Law of Nature. |

7. Inftead of the phrafe, Law of Nature, you have fometimes, Law of Rczif'on,
Right Reafon, Natural Juftice, Natural Equity, Good Order. Any of them will do
equally well. Thislatter is moft ufed in politics. 'The three laft are much more to-
lerable than the others, becaufe they do not very expliciily claim to be any thing more
than phrafes : they infift but feebly upon the being looked upon as fo many pofitive
fiandards of themfelves, and feem content to be taken, upon occafion, for phrafes ex-
preffive of the conformity of the thing in queftion to the proper ftandard, whatever
that may be. On moft occafions, however, it will be better to fay utility : wutility 13
clearer, as referring more explicitly to pain and pleafure.

8. We have one philofopher, who fays, there 1s no harm in any thing in the world
but in telling a lie: and that if, for example, you were to murder your own father,

this
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the bufinefs of penal juftice is carried on upon that tolerable fort of
footing upon which we fee it carried on in common at this day. For
what

-

this would only be a particular way of faying, he was not your father. Of courfe,
when this philofopher f=¢s any thing that he does. not like, he fays, it is a particular
way of telling a lie. It is faying, that the alt ought to be done, or may be done,
whén, in truth, it ought not to be done.

9. The faireft and openeft of them all is that fort of man who {peaks out, and fays,
Iam of the number of the Ele&: now God himfelf takes care to inform the Eleét
what is right: and that with fo good effeft, that let them ftrive ever {o, they cannot
help not enly knowing it but pradtifing it., If therefore a2 man wants to know what is
right and what is wrong, he has nothing to do but to come to me.

It is upon the principle of antipathy that fuch and fuch alts are often reprobated on
the fcore of their being umnatural: the pradtice of expofing children, eftablithed among
the Greeks and Romans, was an unnatural practice. Unnatural, when it means any thing,
means unfrequent : and there it means fomething ; although nothing to the prefent pur-
pofe. But hereitr means no {uch thing : for the frequency of fuch alts is perhaps the great
complaint, It therefore means nothing; nothing, 1 mean, which there is in the a&
itfelf, All it can ferve to exprefs is, the difpofition of the perfon who is talking
of it: the difpofition he is in to be angry at the thoughts of it. Does it merit his
anger i Very likely it may : but whether it does or no is a queftion, which, to be an-
fwered rightly, can only be anfwered upon the principle of utility.

Unnatural, is as good a word as moral fenfe, or common fenfe ; and would be as good
a foundation for a fyftem. Such an alt is unnatural; that is, repugnant to nature:
for I do not like to prattife it; and, confequently, do not pradlife it. It is therefore
repugnant to what ought to be the nature of every body elfe.

The mifchief common to all thefe ways of thinking and arguing (which, in truth,
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words) is their ferving ds a cloak, and pretence, and aliment, to defpotifm : if not a
defpotifm in praltice, a defpotifm however in difpofition : which is but too apt, when
pretence and power ofters, to fhew itfelf in prattice, The confequeace is, that with
intentions very commonly of the pureflt kind, a man becomes a torment either to him-
felf or his fellow-creatures. If he be of the melancholy caft, he fits in filent giief,
bewailing their blindnefs and depravity: if of the irafcible, he declaims with fury
and virulence againft all who differ from him ; blowing up the coals of fanaticifm, and
branding with the charge of corruption and infincerity, every man who does not think,
or profefs to think, as he does,
If {uch a man happens to poflefs the advantages of ftile, his book may do a confi-
derable deal of mifchief beforc the nothingnefs of it is underftood.
‘Thele principles, if fuch they can be called, it is more frequent to fee applied to
mprals than te politics: but their influence extends itfelf to both. In politics, as
well
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what more natural or more general ground of hatred to a practice can
.there be, than the mifchievoufnefs of fuch praftice? What all men

arc

e
~well as morals, a-man-will be at leaft equally glad of a pretence for deciding any

~queftion in the manner that beft pleafes him, without the trouble of enquiry. If a
man is an infallible judge of what is right and wrong in the altions of private indi-
viduals, why not in the meafures to be obferved by public men in the direftion of fuch
altions of thofe individuals ? accordingly (not to mention other chimzras) I have more

_than once known the pretended law of nature fet up in legiflative debates, in op-
pofition to arguments derived from the principle of utility.

¢¢ But is it never, then, from any other confiderations than thofe of utility, that we
<t derive our notions of right and wrong #** I do not know: I do not care, Whether
a moral fentiment can be originally conceived from any other fource than a view of
utility, is one queition: whether upon examination and refleftion it can, in point of
fa&, be aually perfifted in and juftified on any other ground, by a perfon refleting
within himfelf, is another: whether in point of right it can properly be juftified on
any other ground, by a perfon addreffing himfelf to the community, is a third. The

‘two firft are queftions of fpeculation : it matters not, comparatively fpeaking, how they
are decided. The laft is a queftion of pratice : the decifion of it is of as much im-
portance as that of any can be,

<c | feel in myfelf,” fay you, ¢ a difpofition to approve of fuch or fuch an aftion in
¢¢ 3 moral view: but this is not owing to any notions I have of its being a ufeful one
¢t to the community. I don’t pretend to know whether it be an ufeful one or not:

«¢ it may be, for anght I know, a miichievous one.” ¢ But 1s it then,” fay I, < a
¢ mifchievous one ? examine; and if you can make yourfelf {enfible that it is fo,
¢ then, if duty means any thing, that is, moral duty, it is your duty at leaft to ab.
¢ ftain from it: and more than that, if it is what lies in your power, and can be done
¢ without too great a facrifice, to endeavour to preventit. Itis not your cherifhing
«¢ the notion of it in your bofom, and giving it the name of virtue, that will excufe
“ you.”

¢¢ T feel in myfelf,” fay you again, *¢ a difpofition to deteft fuch or fuch an altion
¢ in a mora! view ; but this is not owing to any notions I have of 1ts being a mif-
¢« chievous one to the community. I do not pretend to know whether it be a mif-
«¢ chievous one or not: it may be not a mifchievous one: it may be, for aught I
«« know, an ufeful one,”—*¢ May it indeed,” fay I, ¢¢ an ufeful one ? but let me tell
<« you then, that unlefs duty, and right and wrong, be juft what you pleafe to make
« them, if it really be not a mifchievous one, and any body has a mind to do it, it
¢¢ is no duty of your’s, but, on the contrary, it would be very wrong in you, to take
“¢ upon you to prevent him : deteft it within yourfelf as much as you pleafe ; that may

« be a very good reafon (unlefs it be alfo a ufeful one) for your not doing it your-
¢ felf;
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are expofed to {uffer by, all men will be difpofed to hate. It is far yet,
however, from being a conftant ground: for when a man fuffers, it is
not always that he knows what it is he fuffers by. A man may fuffer
grievoufly, for inftance, by a new tax, without being able to trace up
the caufe of his fufferings to the injuftice of fome neighbour, who has
eluded the payment of an old: one.
. The principle of . fympathy and antipathy is moft apt to err on the
fide of feverity. It is for applying punithment in many cafes which
deferve none: in many cafes which deferve fome, it is for applying
more than they deferve. There is no incident imaginable, be it ever
{o trivial, and fo remote from mifchiéf, from which this principle may
not extralt .a ground of punithment. Any difference in tafte: any
difference in. opinion : upon one fubjeét as well as upon another.. No
difagreement fo trifling which perfeverance and altercation will not
render ferious. FEach becomes in the other’s eyes an enemy, and, if
laws __pe;r.mi:;,_{a.,_cr1m1nal.°. Thls 1s one of the circumfitances by which
' | ' the
¢ felfs but if you go about, by word or deed, to do any thing to hinder him, or
¢¢ make him {uffer for it, it is you, and not he, that have done wrong : it is not your
¢ fetting yourfelf to blame his condu&, or branding it with the name of vice, that
‘¢ will make him culpable, or you blamelefs.. Therefore, if you can make yourfelf
content that he fhall be of one mind, and you of another, about that matter, and
4 fo continue, it is well : but if nothing will ferve you, but that you and he muft

¢ needs be of the fame mind, I'll tell you what you have to do: it is for you to get
< the better of your antipathy, not for him to truckle to it.”

[ 44

© King James the Firft of England had conceived a violent antipathy againft Arians:
two of whom he burnt"f’ ‘This gratxﬁcatmn he pxoctred himfelf without much diffi-
culty : the notions of the times were favourable to it. Ile wrote a furious book againft
Vorltius, for ‘being what was called an Arininian : for Vorftius was at a dxftance; He
‘alfo wrote a furious book, called”A Counterbaft to Tobacco, againft the ufe of that
drug, which Sir Walter Raleigh had then lately introduced. Had -the notions of the
times co-operated ‘with him, he would have burnt the Anabaptift and the fmoker of
tobacco in' the fame fire. However he had the fatisfaltion of puttmg Raleigh to
death afterwards, though' for another crime.

Difputes concerning the comparative excellence of French and Italian mufic have

D occafioned
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Of [PRINCIPLES ADVERSE] #o that of Utility.

the human race 1s diftinguithed (not much indeed to its advantage)
from the brute creation,
XVIL

It 1s not, however, by any means unexampled for this principle to
err on the fide of lenity. A near and perceptible mifchief moves an-
tipathy. A remote and imperceptible mifchief, though not lefs real,
has no effe¢t. Inftances in proof of this will occur in numbers in the
courfe of the work *. It would be breaking in upon the order of it te
give them here. .
XVIIIL.

It may be wondered, perhaps, that in all this while no mention has
been made of the tbeological principle ; meaning that principle which
profefles to recur for the ftandard and wrong to the will of
God. But the cafe is, this is not in faét a diftiné&t principle. It is
never any thing more or lefs than one or other of the three before-
mentioned principles prefenting itfelf under another thape. The will

of God here meant cannot be his revealed will, as contained in the

of rioht

.

{fyftem which nobody ever thinks of re-
curring to at this time of day, for the details of political adminiftration:
and even before it can be applied to the details of private conduét, jt is
univerfally allowed, by the moft eminent divines of all perfuafions, to
ftand in need of pretty ample interpretations; elfe to what ufe are the
works of thofe divines? And for the guidance of thefe interpretations,

occafioned very ferious bickerings at Paris, One of the parties would not have been
forry (fays Mr, D’Alembert 1) to have brought government into the quarrel. Pre.
tences were fought after and urged. Long before that, a difpute of like nature, and of
at leaft equal warmth, had been kindled at London upon the comparative merits of two
compofers at London ; where riots between the approvers and difapprovers of a new
play are, at this day, not unirequent. The ground of quarrel between the Big-en.
dians and the Little-endians in the fable, was not more frivolous than many an one
which has laid empires dcfolate. In Ruffia, it is faid, there was a time when fome
thoufands of perfons loft their lives in a quarrel, in which the government had taken
part, about the number of fingers to be ufed in making the fign of the crofs. 'This was
in days of yore: the minifters of Catherine II. are better infrudfed t than to take any
other part in fuch difputes, than that of preventing the parties concerned from doing one
another a mifchief,

it



Of [PRINCIPLES ADVERSE] 0 that of Utility.

it is alfo allowed, that fome other ftandard muft be affumed. The will
then which is meant on this occafion, is that which may be called the
prefumptive will: that is to fay, that which is prefumed to be his will
on account of the conformity of its diftates to thofe of fome other
principle. 'What then may be this other principle ? it muft be one or
other of the three mentioned above: for there cannot, as we have feen,
be any more. It is plain, therefore, that, fetting revelation out of the
queftion, no light can ever be thrown upon the ftandard of right and
wrong, by any thing that can be faid upon the queftion, what is God’s
will.  We may be perfectly fure, indeed, that whatever is right is con-
formable to the will of God: but fo far is that from anfwering the
purpofe of thewing us what is right, that it is neceffary to know firft
whether a thing is right, in order to know from thence whether it be
conformable to the will of God “.
XIX.

There are two things which are very apt to be confounded, but which
it imports us carefully to diftinguifh :—the motive or caufe, which, by
operating in a man’s mind, 1s produtive of any act: and the ground
or reafon which warrants a legiflator, or other by-ftander, in regarding

¢ The principle of theology refers every thing to God’s pleafure. But what is
God’s pleafure ? God does not, he confefledly does not now, either fpeak or write
to us, How then are we to know what is his pleafure ? By obferving what is our
own pleafure, and pronouncing it to be his. Accordingly, what is called the pleafure
of God, is and muft neceflarily be (revelation apart) neither more nor lefs than the
good pleafure of the perfon, whoever he be, who is pronouncing what he believes, or
pretends to be, God’s pleafure. How know you it to be God’s pleafure that fuch or
fuch an aét fhould be abftained from ? whence come you even to fuppofe as much ?
‘¢ Becaufe the engaging in it would, I imagine, be prejudicial upon the whole to the
‘¢ happinefs of mankind ;" fays the partizan of the principle of utility : ¢ Becaufe
¢ the commiflion of it is attended with a grofs and feafual, or at lea#t witha trifling
““ and tranfient fatisfaltion;” fays the partizan of the principle of afceticiim : ¢ Be-
< caufe I deteft the thoughts of it ; and I cannot, neither ought I to be called upon to
¢ tell why;”” fays he who proceeds upon the principle of antipathy. In the words of
one or other of thefe muft that perfon neceffarily anfwer (revelation apart) who pro-

fefles to take for his ftandard the will of Gaod.
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XX Of [PRINCIPLES ADVERSE] to'that of Utility.

INTROD. that aét with an eye of approbation. When the a& happens, in the

Cuar. 1L particular inflance in queftion, to be produdtive of effects which we ap-
prove of, much more if we happen to obferve that the fame motive
may frequently be produétive, in other inftances, of the like effeds,
we are apt to transfer our approbation to the motive itfelf, and to
affume, as the juft ground for thé approbation we beftow on the a&, the
circumitance of its originating from that motive. It is in this way that
the fentiment of antipathy has often been confidered as a juft ground of
acion. Antipathy, for inftance, in fuch or fuch a cafe, is the caufe of
an action which is attended with good effetts: but this does not make
it a right ground of aftion in that cafe, any more than in any other.
Still farther. Not only the effetts are good, but the agent fees before-
hand that they will be fo. This may make the ation indeed a per-
feétly right action: but it does not make antipathy a right ground of
action, FIor the fame fentiment of antipathy, if implicitly deferred to,
may be, and very frequently is, produtive of the very worft effeéts.
Antipathy, therefore, can never be a right ground of ation. No more,
therefore, can refentment, which, as will be feen more particularly
hereafter, is but a modification of antipathy. The only right ground
of ation, that can pofiibly fubfift, is, after all, the confideration of
utility, which, if it is a right principle of ation, and of approbation,
in any one cafe, is fo in every other. Other principles in abundance,
that is, other motives, may be the reafons why fuch and fuch an aé& bas
been done: that is, the reafons or caufes of its being done: but it is
this alone that can be the reafon why it might or ought to have been
done. Antipathy or refentment requires always to be regulated, to
prevent its doing mifchief: to be regulated by what? always by the

principle of utility. The principle of utility nelther requires nor ad-
‘mits of any other regulator than ltfelr.

CHAP



Of the four [SAN CTIONS] or Sources of Pain and Pleafure.

C H A P. I1.

- I,
T has been fhewn that the happinefs of the individuals, of whom
a community is compofed, that is their pleafures and their fecurity,
1s the end and the fole end which the legiflator cught to have in view:
the fole {tandard, in conformity to which each individual cught, as far as
depends upon the legiflator, to be made to fathion his behaviour. But whe-
ther 1t be this or any thing elfe that is to be done, there is nothing by
which a man can ultimately be made to do 1t, but either pain or pleafure.
Having taken a general view of thefe two grand objects (viz. pleafure,
and what comes to the {ame thing, immunity from pain) in the cha-
raéter of final caufes; it will be neceffary to take a view of pleafure
and pain itfelf, in the charalter of efficient caufes or means.
‘There are four diftinguifhable fources from which pleafure and pain
are in ufe to flow: confidered feparately, they may be termed the phy-

2 Sanftio, in Latin, was ufed to fignify the a& of binding, and, by a common gram-
matical tranfition, any thing avhich ferwes to bind a man : to wit, to the obfervance of
fuch or fuch 2 mode of condu&. According to a Latin grammarian *, the import of
the word is derived by rather a far-fetched procefs (fuch as thofe commonly are, and in
a great meafure indeed muft be, by which intelleftual ideas are derived from fenfible
ones) from the word fangués, blood: becaufe, among the Romans, with a view to in-
culcate into the people a perfuafion that fuch or fuch 2 mode of condu& would be ren-
dered obligatory upon a man by the force of what I call the religious fanttion (that
is, that he would be made to fuffer by the extraordinary interpofition of fome fuperior
being, if he failed to obferve the mode of condud in queftion) certain cercmonies
were contrived by the priefts ¢ in the courfe of which cereronies the blood of vitims
was made ule of,

A San&ion thea is a {ource of obligatory powers or mofives: that is, of pains and
pleafures ; which, according as they are connefted with fuch or fuch modes of conduét,

operate, and are indeed the only things which can operate, as wmotives. See Chap.x.
[Motives. ]
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xxii Of the four [SANCTIONS] or Sources of Pain and Pleafure.

QEJT“RQE Jfical, the political, the moral, and the religious: and inafmuch as the

o pleafures and pains belonging to each of them are capable of giving a
binding force to any law or rule of condutt, they may all of them be
termed fanitions.

III.

If it be in the prefent life, and from the ordinary courfe of nature,
not purpofely modified by the interpofition of the will of any human
being, nor by any extraordinary interpofition of any fuperior invifible
being, that the pleafure or the pain takes place or is expected, it may
be faid to iflue from or to belong to the phyfical fanstion.

Iv.

If at the hands of a particular perfon or fet of perfons in the com-
munity, who under names correfpondent to that of judge, are chofen
for the particular purpofe of difpenfing it, according to the will of the
fovereign or fupreme ruling power in the ftate, it may be faid to iffue
. from the political fanition,

1. The phyfi-
cal {anétion.

2, The po-
litical.

V.
i;oglfi¢ If at the hands of fuch chance perfons in the community, as the party
in queftion may happen in the courfe of his life to have concerns
with, according to each man’s fpontaneous difpofition, and not ac-
cording to any fettled or concerted rule, it may be faid to iffue from
the moral fanition.
VI.
4. The re- If from the immediate hand of a fuperior invifible being, either in
ligious. the prefent life, or in a future, it may be faid to iflue from the refigions
fanétion. ‘
VII.
;{:?:SP;%' Pleafures or pains which may be expected to iffue from the phyfical,

pains which  pelitical, or moral fan€tions, muft all of them be expected to be expe-

?eili(g“i}fu? th¢ rienced, if ever, in the prefent life: thofe which may be expe&ed to

fanttion, may iffue from the religions fanétion, may be expefted to be experienced

i‘;%"";fe?;;};“' either in the prefent life or in a future.

life or a
_ tuture,

VIiI. Thofe
10



Of the four [SANCTIONS] or Sources of Pain and Pleafure.

VIIL.

Thofe which can be experienced in the prefent life, can of courfe be
no others than fuch as human nature in the courfe of the prefent life is
fufceptible of: and from each of thefe fources may flow all the plea-
~ fures or pains of which, in the courfe of the prefent life, human na-
ture is fufceptible, With regard to thefe then (with which alone we
have in this place any concern) thofe of them which belong to any one
of thofe fanétions, differ not ultimately in kind from thofe which belong
to any one of the other three: the only difference there is among them
lies in tne circumftances that accompany their produétion. A {uffering
which befalls 2 man in the natural and f{pontaneous courfe of things,
fhall be ftiled, for inftance, a calamity ; in which cafe, if it be fuppofed
to befall him through any imprudence of his, it may be ftiled a punifh-
ment iffuing from the phyfical {fanction. Now this fame fuffering, if
infli¢ted by the law, will be what is commonly called a punifbment ; if
incurred for want of any friendly affiftance, which the mifcondudt, or
fuppofed mifconduét, of the fufferer has occafioned to be withholden, a

interpofition of a particular providence, a punifhment iffuing from the

religious fanction.
P IX.

A ﬁian’shgood‘s, or his perfon, are confumed by fire. If this hap-
pened to him by what is called an accident, it was a calamity: if by
reafon of his own imprudence (for inftance, from his negleéting to
put his candle out) it may be ftiled a punifhment of the phyfical
fantion: if it happened to him by the fentence of the political magi-
ftrate, a punifhment belonging to .the political fantion; that is, what
is commonly called a punifhment: if for want of any affiftance which
his neighbonr withheld from him out of fome diflike to his meral cha-
ralter, a punifaiment of the mora/ {antion: if by an immediate aét of
God's difpleafure, manifefted on account of fome fiz committed by
him, or through any diftradtion of mind, occafioned by the dread of

fuch difpleafure, a punithment of the religious fan&tion °.
X. As

® A fuffering conceived to befall a man by the immediate a& of God, as above, is
often,
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Of the four [SANCTIONS] or Sources of Pain and Pleafure.

X.

As to fuch of the pleafures and pains belonging to the religious
fantion, as regard a future life, of what kind thefe may be we cannot
know. Thefe lie not open to our obfervation. During the prefent
life they are matter only of expe@ation: and, whether that expectation
be derived from natural or revealed religion, the particular kind of
pleafure or pain, if it be different from ali thofe which lie open to our
obfervation, is what we can have no idea of. The beft ideas we can
obtain of fuch pains and pleafures are altogether unliquidated in point
of quality. In what other refpefts our ideas of them may be liquidated
will be conflidered in another place °.

XI.

Of thefe four fanétions the phyfical is altogether, we may obferve,
the ground-work of the political and the moral : {o is it alfo of the re-
ligious, in as far as the latter bears relation to the prefent life. It is
included in each of thofe other three. This may operate in any cafe,
(that is, any of the pains or pleafures belonging to it may operate) in-
dependently of them: none of them can operate but by means of this.
In a word, the powers of nature may operate of themfelves ; but neither
the magiftrate, nor men at large, can operate, nor is God in the cafe
tn queftion fuppefed to operate, but through the powers of nature.

X1I. |

For thele four objefts, which in their nature have fo much in com-
mon, it feemed of ufe to find a common name. It feemed of ufe, in
the firft place, for the convenience of giving a name to certain plea-
fures and pains, for which a name equally charateriftic could hardly
otherwife have been found : in the fecond place, for the fake of holding
up the efficacy of certain moral forces, the influence of which is apt
not to be fufficiently attended to. Does the political fanétion exert an
influence over the condué of mankind ? The moral, the religious fanc-

often, for thortnefs fake, called ajudgment.. : inftead of faying, a fuffering inflicted on
him in confequence of a fpecial judgment formed, and refolution thereupon taken, by
the Deity.

¢ See ch, xiii, [Cafes unmeet] par, 2. Note,
tions



Of the four [SANCTIONS)] or Sources of Pain and Pleafure.

XXV

tions do fo to. In every inch of his career are the operations of the INTROD,

political magiftrate liable to be aided or impeded by thefe two foreign
powers : ‘who, one or other of them, or both, are fure to be either his
rivals or his allies. Does it happen to him to leave them out in his cal-
culations ? he will be fure almoft to find himfelf miftaken in the re-
fult. . Of all this we fhall find abundant proofs in the fequel of this
" work. It behoves him, therefore, to have them continually before his
eyes ; and that under fuch a name as exhibits the relation they bear to
his own purpofes and deﬁgns |

Vor. I, E CHAP.

Cuar. 11,
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[VALUE]) of a Lot of Pleafure or Pain bow to be meafured.

CH AP IV,

I.
LEASURES then, and the avoidance of pains, are the ends which
the legiflator has in view: it behoves him therefore to underftand
their value. - Pleafures and pains are the inffruments he has to work
with: it behoves him therefore to underftand their force, which is again,
in other words, their value, |
II.
To a perfon confidered 4y bimfelf, the value of a pleafure or pain

confidered by itfelf, will be greater or lefs, according to the four fol-
lowing circumftances:

1. lts intenfity.

2. Its duration.

3. Its certainty or uncertainty.

4. Its proximity or remotenefs.

I11L.

Thefe are the circumftances which are to be confidered in eftimating
a pleafure or a pain confidered each of them by itfelf. But when the
value of any pleafure or pain is confidered for the purpofe of efti-
mating the tendency of any 4 by which it is produced, there are two
other circumftances to be taken into the account ; thefe are,

5. Its fecundity, or the chance it has of being followed by {enfations
of the fame kind : that is, pleafures, if it be a pleafure: pains, if it
be a pain.

6. Its purity, or the chance it has of #ot being followed by fenfations
of the oppofite kind : that is, pains, if it be a pleafure : pleafures, if it
be a pain. |

Thefe two laft, however, are in ftritnefs fcarcely to be deemed pro-
perties of the pleafure or the pain itfelf; they are not, therefore, in
ftrinefs to be taken into the account of the value of that pleafure or
that pain. They are in firiétnefs to be deemed propertics only of the

alt,



EVALUE} of @ Lot of Pleafure or Pain how to be meafured.

ﬂa& or other event, by. which fuch pleafure or pain has been produced ;

of' fuch, aét or fuch event..
Iv.

To a number of perfons, with reference to. each of whom the value
of a pleafure or a pain is confidered,. it will be greater or lefs, according
to feven circumftances: to wit, the fix. preceding ones; viz.

. Its intenfity.

. Its duration.

Its certainty or uncertainty.
Its proximity or remotenefs.
Its fecundity.

1ts purity.

And one 'other, to wit s

7. Its extent ; that is, the number of perfons to whom it extends; or
(m other words) who are gffeiZed. by it.

X

V.
Tortake an exaét account. then of the general tendency of any aé,
by which the interefts of a community are affeCted, proceed as follows.

‘Begin with any one perfon of thofe whofe interefts feem moft imme-
diately to be affected by it: and take an-account,.

1. Of the value of each diftinguithable plesfure which appears to be
produced by it in the fir# inftance,

2. Of the value of each pain which appears to be produced by it in
the firf inftance,

. 3. Of the value of each pleafure which appears to be produced by it
after the firft. This conftitutes the Sfecundity of the firlt pleafure, and
the impurity of the firft pain.

4. Of the value of each. pair which appears to be produced by it
after the firft.  This conftitutes.the fecundity of the firft pain, and the
-impurity of the firft pleafure..

5. Sum.up all the values of all the: pleafures on one fide, and thofe
of all the pains on the other. 'The balance, if it be on the fide of plea-

fure, will give the good tendency of the att upon the whole, with re-
E 2 {pect
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fpedt to the interefts of that individual perfon; if on the fide of pain,

the ad tendency of it upon the whole.

6. Take an account of the mumber of perfons whofe interefts appear
to be concerned ; and repeat the above procefs with refpect to each.
Sum up the numbers expreflive of the degrees of good tendency which
the aét has, with refpect to each individual, in regard to whom the
tendency of it is gead upon the whole: do this again with refpe&t to
each individual, in regard to whom the tendency of it is 4ad upon the
whole. Take the dalance; which, if on the fide of pleafure, will give
the general good tendency of the a&t, with refpe@ to the total number or
community of individuals concerned : if on the {ide of pain, the general
evil tendency, with refpet to the fame community.

It 1s not to be expeted that this procefs fhould be ftritly purfued
previoufly to every moral judgment, or to every legiflative or judicial
operation. It may, however, be always kept in view: and as near as.
the procefs altually purfued on thofé occalions approaches to it, fo near
will fuch procefs approach to the character of an exaét one.

YIT

The fame procefs is alike applicable to pleafure and pain, in what-
ever thape they appear, and by whatever denomination they are diftin-
guifhed : to pleafure, whether it be called good (which is properly the
caufe or inftrument of pleafure) or profiz (which is diftant pleafure, or
the caufe or inftrument of diftant pleafure) or convenience, advantage,
beneft, emolument, bappinefs, and {o forth : to pain, whether it be called

evi} (which correfponds to.good) or mifehief, or inconvenience, or difad-

vantage, or lofs, or unbappinefs, and fo forth.
VIII..

Nor is this a novel and unwarranted, any more than it is a ufelefs.
theory. In all this there is nothing but what the pradtice of mankind,
wherefoever they have a clear view of their own intereft, is perfeétly con-
formable to. An article of property, an eftate in land, for inftance, is
valuable, on what account ? On account of the pleafures of all kinds
which it enables a man to produce, and, what comes to the fame thing;,

3 the
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the pains of all kinds which it enables him to avert. But the value of INTROD.
fuch an article of property is univerfally underftood to rife or fall ac- CHaz.1V.
cording to the length or fhortnefs of the time which a man has in it:
the certainty or uncertainty of its coming into pofleffion: and the
nearnefs or remotenefs of the time at which, if at all, it is to come
into poffeflion. As to the intenfity of the pleafures which 2 man may
derive from it, this is never thought of, becaufe it depends upon the
ufe which each particular perfon may come to make of it; which can-
not be eftimated till the particular pleafures he may come to derive
from 1t, or.the particular pains he may come to exclude by means of
it, are brought to view. For the fame reafon, neither does he think
of the fecundity or purity of thofe pleafures.
Thus much for pleafure and pain, happinefs and unhappinefs, in
general. We come now to confider the feveral . particular kinds of
pain and pleafure. '

CHAP.
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CHAP V.

: | I 7
INTROD, H‘AVING reprefented what belongs to all forts of pleafures and
Caar. V. J- pains alike, we come now to exhibit, each by itfelf, the feveral
i iﬁ:‘;“;‘_’z and forts of pains and pleafures. Pains and pleafures may be called by one
either, general word, interefting perceptions. Interefting perceptions are

;;’Si‘.r‘lg:;_ either fimple or complex. - The fimple ones are thofe which cannot
plex. any one of them be refolved into more: complex are thofe which are

refolvable into divers fimple ones. A complex interefting perception
may accordingly be compofed either, 1. Of pleafures alone: 2. Of
pains alone: or, 3. Of a pleafure or pleafures, and a pain or pains to-
gether. What determines a lot of pleafure, for example, to be re-
garded as one complex pleafure, rather than as divers fimple ones, is
the nature of the exciting caufe. Whatever pleafures are excited all at
once by the attion of the fame caufe, are apt to be looked upon as con-

ftituting all together but one pleafure.

II.
The fimple The feveral fimple pleafures of which human nature is fufceptible,
fiiarﬁf:ted‘ feem to be as follows: 1. The pleafures of fenfe. 2. The pleafures of
wealth. 3. ‘The pleafures of {kill. 4. The pleafures of amity. ¢. The
pleafures of a good name. 6. The pleafures of power. 7. The plea-
fures of piety. 8. The pleafures of benevolence. g¢. The pleafures of
malevolence.  10. The pleafures of memory, 11. The pleafures of
the imagination. 12. The pleafures of expetation. 13. The plea-
fures dependent on affociation.  14. The pleafures of relief.
111,
The fimple The feveral fimple pains feem to be as follows: 1. The pains of
;;a:::t:;u' privation. 2. The pains of the fenfes. 3. The pains of awkwardnefs.

4. The pains of enmity. 5. The pains of an ill name. 6. The pains
of piety. 7. The pains of benevolence. 8. The pains of malevolence.
9. The
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9. The pains of the memory. 10, The pains of the imagination.
11, The pains of expectation®. |
IV.

1. The pleafures of fenfe feem to be as follows: 1. The pleafures of
the tafte or palate; including whatever pleafures are experienced in
fatisfying the appetites of hunger and thirft. 2. The pleafures of the
organ of fmelling. 3. The pleafures of the touch. 4. The fimple
pleafures of the ear; independent of affociation. . The fimple plea-
fures of the eye; independent of affociation. 6. The pleafure of the
venereal fenfe. 7. The pleafure of health: or, the internal plea-
furable fecling or flow of fpirits (as it is called) which accompanies a
ftate of full health and vigour ; efpecially at times of moderate bodily
exertion. 8. The pleafures of novelty : or, the pleafurcs derxvcd from
the gratification of the appetite of curiofity, by t

objets to any of the fenfes.
V.

- 2. By the pleafures of wealth may be meant thofe pleafures which a
man is apt to derive from the confcioufnefs of pofleffing any article or
articles which ftand in the lift of inftruments of enjoyment or fecurity,
and more particularly at the time of his firft acquiring them; at which
time the pleafure may be ftiled a pleafure of gain or a pleafure of
acquifition : at other times a pleafure of poffeffion.

3. The pleafures of fkill, as exercifed upon particular objeéts, are
thofe which accompany the application of fuch particular inftruments
of enjoyment to their ufes, as cannot be {o applied without a greater or
lefs fhare of difficulty or exertion®.

VI. 4.

* The catalogue here given, is what feemed to be a compleat litt of the feve-
ral fimple pleafures and pains of which human nature is fufceptible : infomuch,
that if, upon any occafion whatfoever, a man feels pleafure or pain, it is either re-
ferable at once (o fome one or other of thefe kinds, or refolvable into fuch as are. It
might perhaps have been a fatisfaCtion to the reader, to have feen an analytical view of
the fubject, taken upon an exhauftive plam, for the purpofe of demonftrating the cata-
logue to be what it purports to be, a compleat one. The catalogue is in faét the refult
of fuch an analyfis; which, however, I thought it better to difcard at prefent, as being
of too metaphyfical a caft, and not ftrictly within the limits of this defign. See ch. xiii.
[Cafes unmectl Par. 2. Note,

b For inftance, the plealure of being able to gratify the fenfe of hearing, by fing..
ing,,
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VI.

4. The pleafures of amity, or felf-recommendation, are the pleafures
that may accompany the perfuafion of a man’s being in the acquifition or |
the poffeflion of the good-will of fuch or fuch aflignable perfon or per-
fons in particular: or, as the phrafe is, of being upon-good terms
with him or them: and as a fruit of it, of his being in a way to have
the benefit of their {fpontaneous and gratuitous fervices.

VII.

5. The pleafures of a good name are the pleafures that accompany
the perfuafion of a man’s being in the acquifition or the pofleflion of the
good-will of the world about him; that is, of fuch members of fociety
as he is likely to have concerns with; and as a means of it, either
their love or their efteem, or both: and as a fruit of it, of his being
in the way to have the benefit of their fpontaneous and gratuitous fer-
vices. Thefe may likewife be called the pleafures of good repute, the
plealures of honour, or the pleafures of the moral fan&ion *.

VIIL

6. The pleafures of power are the pleafures that accompany the
pe}fuaﬁon of a man’s being in a condition to difpofe people, by
means of their hopes and fears, to give him the benefit of their fer-
vices: that is, by the hope of fome fervice, or by the fear of fome
diflervice, that he may be in the way to render them.

IX.

7. The pleafures of piety are the pleafures that accompany the belief
of a man’s being in the acquifition or in poffeffion of the good-will or
favour of the Supreme Being : and as a fruit of it, of his being in a way
of enjoying pleafures to be received by God’s efpecial appointment, either
in this life, or in a life to come. Thefe may alfo be called the pleafures
of religion, the pleafures of a religious difpofition, or the pleaiures of
the religious fanction +.

ing, or performing upon any mufical infirument. ‘The plealure thus obtained, is a
thing fuperadded to, and perfeétly diftinguithable from, that which a man enjoys from
hearing another perfon perform in the fame manner,

10 X. 8.
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X.

8. The pleafures of benevolence are the pleafures refulting from the
view of any pleafures fuppofed to be poffefied by the beings who may be
the objelts of benevolence; to wit, the fenfitive beings we are ac-
quainted with; under which are commonly included, 1. The Supreme
Being. 2. Hurman beings. 3. Other animals. Thefe may alfo be called
the pleafures of good-will, the pleafures of {ympathy, or the pleafures
of the benevolent or focial afféétions.

| XI.

9. The pleafures of malevolence are the pleafures refulting from the
view of any pain fuppofed to be fuffered by the beings who may be-
come the objelts of malevolence: to wit, 1. Human beings. 2. Qther
animals. Thefe may slfo be ftiled the pleafures of ill-will, the plea-

fures of the iralcible appetite, the pleafures of antipathy, or the pleafures
of the malevolent or diffocial affeétions.
XII.

10. The pleafures of the memory are the pleafures which; after
having enjoyed fuch and fuch pleafures, or even in fome cafe after
Raving fuffered fuch and fuch pains, a man will now and then expe-
rience, at recolleéting them exaétly in the order and in the circums
ftances in which they were altually enjoyed or fuffered. Thefe deri-
vative pleafures may of courfe be diftinguifhed into as many fpecies as
there are of original perceptions, from whence they may be copied,
They may alfo be ftiled pleafures of fimple recolleétion.

XI11.

11. The pleafures of the imagination are the pleafures which may be
derived from the contemplation of any fuch pleafures as may happen to
be fuggefted by the memory, but in a different order, and accompanied
by different groupes of circumftances. Thefe may accordingly be re-
ferred to any one of the three cardinal points of time, prefent, paft, or
future. Tt is evident they may admit of as many diftinctions as thofe
of the former clafs,

XIV.

12. The pleafures of expetation are the pleafures that refult from
the contemplation-of any fort of pleafure, referred to time future, and

Yor. L r accompanied
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accompanted with the fentiment of Zelief. Thefe alfo may admit of
the fame diftinétions.
XV.
'13. The pleafures of affociation are the pleafures which certain objeéts
or incidents may happen to afford, not of themfelves, but merely in
virtue of fome affociation they have contraéted in the mind with

certain objets or incidents which are in themfelves pleafurable. Such

is the cafe, for inftance, with the pleafure of fkill, when afforded by
fuch a fet of incidents as compofe a game of chefs. This derives its
pleafurable quality from its affociation partly with the pleafures of
fkill, as exercifed in the produéion of incidents pleafurable of them-
felves: partly from its affociation with the pleafures of power. Such
s the cafe alfo with the pleafure of good luck, when afforded by fuch
incidents as compofe the game of hazard, or any other game of chance,
when played at for nothing. This derives its pleafurable quality from
1ts aflociation with one of the pleafures of wealth; to wit, with the
pleafure of acquiring it.
| XVI

14. Farther on we fhall fee pains grounded upon pleafures; in like
manner may we now {ee pleafures grounded upon pains. To the catalogue
of pleafures may accordingly be added the pleafures of refief: or, the
pleafures which a man experiences when, after he has been enduring a
pain of any kind for a certain time, it comes to ceafe, or to abate.
‘Thefe may of courfe be diftinguifhed into as many fpecies as there are
of pains: and may give rife to fo many pleafures of memory, of imagi-
‘nation, and of expectation.

XVII.

1. Pains of privation are the pains that may refult from the thought
of not poflefling in the time prefent any of the feveral kinds of plea-
fures. Pains of privation may accordingly be refolved into as many
kinds as there are of pleafures to which they may correfpond, and from
the abfence whereof they may be derived.

XVIIL

There are three forts of pains which are only fo many modifications

of the feveral pains of privation. When the enjoyment of any parti-
5 cular
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cular pleafure happens to be particularly defired, but without any ex-
pectation approaching to aflfurance, the pain of privation which there-

XXXV

INTROD,
CHar. V,

upon refults takes a particular name, and is called the pain of defire, or

of unfatisfied defire.
XIX.

Where the enjoyment happens to have been looked for with a de-
gree of expectation approaching to affurance, and that expectation is
made fuddenly to ceafe, it is called a pain of difappointment. .

XX.

A pain of privation takes the name of a pain of regret in two cafes
1. Where it is grounded on the memory of a pleafure, which having
been once enjoyed, appears not likely to be enjoyed again: 2. Where
it is grounded on the idea of a pleafure, which was never a&ually en-
joyed, nor perhaps fo much as expeted, but which might have been
enjoyed (it is fuppofed) had fuch or fuch a contingency happened,
which, in fa®, did not happen.

XXI.

2. The feveral pains of the fenfes feem to be as follows: 1. The pains
of hunger and thirft: or the difagreeable fenfations produced by the

2, Pains of
difappoint-
ment,

3. Pains of
regret.

2. Pains of-
the fenfes.

want of fuitable fubftances which need at times to be applied to the

alimentary canal. 2. The pains of the tafte: or the difagreeable fen-
fations produced by the application of various fubftances to the palate,

and other fuperior parts of the fame canal. 3. The pains of the or-

gan of fmell: or the difagrecable fenfations produced by the effluvia
of various fubftances when applied to that organ, 4. The pains of the
touch: or the difagreeable fenfations produced by the application of
various fubftances to the fkin. 5. The fimple pains of the hearing :
or the difagrecable fenfations excited -inthe organ of that fenfe by
various kinds of founds: independently (as before) of affociation.
6. The fimple pains of the fight: or the difagreeable fenfations, if
any fuch there be, that may be excited in the organ of that fenfe by
vifible images, independent of the principle. of affociation. 7. < The

¢ The pleafure of the venereal fenfe feems to have no pofitive pain to correfpond to
it: it has only a pain of privation, or pain of the mental clafs, the pain of unfatisfied
defire. If any pofitive pain of body refult from the want of fuch indulgence, it be-
longs to the head of pains of difeafe,

F 2 pains

No pofitive paiae
correfpund to
the pleafure of
ihe venereal -

fenfc,
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INTROD. pains refulting from exceflive heat or cold, unlefs thefe be referable to
¢%ar. Ve the touch. 8. The pains-of difeafe: or the acute and uneafy fenfations
refulting from the feveral difeafes and indifpefitions to which human
nature is liable. 9. The pain of exertion, whether bodily or mental:

or the uneafy fenfation which is apt to accompany any intenfe effort,
whether of mind or body.

XXII.
EGVE;;?§~OE 3. * The pains of awkwardnefs are the pains which fometimes re-
nefs. fult from the unfuccefsful endeavour to apply any particular inftru-
ments of enjoyment or fecurity to their ufes, or from the difficulty a
man experiences in applying them °.
XXIIL.
A+ Pains of 4. The pains of enmity are the pains that may accompany the per-
enmity- fuafion of 2 man’s being obnoxious to the ill-will of fuch or fuch an
aflignable perfon or perfons in particular : or, as the phrafe is, of be-
ing upon 1ill terms with him or them: and, in confequence, of being
obnoxious to certain pains of fome fort or other, of which he may be
the caufe. |
XXIV.
5. Painsof . 5. The pains of an ill-name, are the pains that accompany the per-

an ill-name, . . . .
fuafion of a man’s being obnoxious, or in a way to be obnoxious to

the ill-will of the world about him. Thefe may likewife be called the

.No pofitive ¢ The pleafures of novelty have no pofitive pains correfponding to them. The pain
LSy correfpond - hich a man experiences when he is in the condition of uot knowing what to do with
o the pleajure : A . . )

of novelty. himfelf, that pain, which in French is expreffed by a fingle word ennui, is a pain of

privation : a pain refulting from the abfence, not only of all the pleafures of novelty,
but of all kinds of pleafure whatfoever.
——nortothofe  The pleafures of wealth have alfo no pofitive pains correfponding to them : the only
-of wealth. . . . . .
pains oppofed to them are pains of privation. If any pofitive pains refult from the
want of wealth, they are referable to fome other clafs of pofitive pains; principally
to thofe of the fenfes. From the want of food, for inftance, refult the pains of hun-
-ger ; from the want of cloathing, the pains of cold ; and fo forth, _
Is thisa diftinét ¢ It may be a queftion, perhaps, whether this be a pofitive pain of itfelf, or whether
pofitive pain, or . . <. . .
onlyapainof it be nothing more than a pain of privation, refulting from the confcioufnefs of a want
privation ? of fkill. It is, however, but a queftion of words, nor does it matter which way it be
-determined. .
patns
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pains of 111 -repute, the pains of dlfhonour, or the pains of the moral I(I;JTRO‘I?
HAP »
fanction ¢

XXV.

6. & The pains of piety are the pains that accompany the belief of 6. Pains of
a man’s being obnoxious to the difpleafure of the Supreme Being : and piety-
in confequence to certain pains to be infli¢ted by his efpecial appoint-
ment, either in this life or in a life to come. Thefe may aifo be called
the pains of religion; the pains of a religious difpofition; or the pains
of the religious fanction. When the belief is looked upon as well-
grounded, thefe pains are commonly called religious terrors; when
looked upon as ill-grounded, fuperftitious terrors *

XXVI.

7. The pains of benevolence are the lams refulting from the view 7. Pains of
of any pains fuppofed to be endured by oth benevolence.
be called the pains of good-will, of fympathy, or the pains of the
benevolent or focial affettions.

XXVII.

8. The pains of malevolence are the pains refultmg from the view ISD ﬁiﬂ'}iﬁ’i
of any pleafures fuppofed to be enjoyed by any beings who happen ~ )
to be the objetts of a man’s difpleafure. Thefe may alfo be ftiled the

er beings. Thefe may alfo

f In as far as a man’s fellow-creatures are fuppofed to be determined by any event The pofl_itive
not to regard him with any degree of elteem or good will, or to regard him with a ﬂi‘,ﬁz,oa:ffﬁ:

lefs degree of efteem or good will than they would otherwife ; not to do him any forts of Ppaint of pri-

. . . vation, oppofed
good offices, or not to do him fo many good offices as they would otherwife ; the Pain  to the pleafures
refulting from fuch confideration may be reckoned a pain of privation: as far as they :“lf a3 t‘“"’me’

. . . into one
are fuppofed to regard him with {uch a degree of averfion or difefleem as to be difpofed another.
to do him pofitive #// offices, it may be reckoned a pofitive pain. The pain of priva-

tion, and the pofitive pain, in this cafe run one into another indiftinguifhably. -+

8 There {eem to be no pofitive pains to correfpond to the pleafures of power. The o pofitive
pains that a man may feel from the want or the lofs of power, in as far as power is f:;’l’l” c"l"effpond
; aeas . . . e pleafures

diftinguithed from all other fources of pleafure, feem to be nothing more than pains of of power.

privation,

% The pofitive pains of piety, and the pains of privation, oppofed to the pleafures The pofitive
of piety, run one into another in the fame manner as the pofitive pains of enmity, or :’;‘;id”:r:’ef E’;i"-;):’of
of an ill name, do with refpeét to the pains of privation, oppofed to the pleafures of pn‘vatiors, op-
amity, and thofe of a good name. If what is apprehended at the hands of God is gfef?u;:;i’;’
barely the not receiving pleafure, the pain is of the privative clafs: if, moreover, picty, run inte
actual pain be apprehended, it is of the clafs of pofitive pains, one another.

pains
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pains of ill-will, of antipathiy, or the piins of the malevolent or dif-
focial affections. o
XXVIIL

9. The pains of the memory may be grounded on every one of the
above kinds, as well of pains of privation as of pofitive pains. Thefe
correfpond exactly to the pleafures of the memory.

XXIX.

10. The pains of the imagination may alfo be grounded on any one
of the above kinds, as well of pains of privation as of pofitive pains:
in other refpecs they correfpond exactly to the pleafures of the imagi-
nation. --

XXX.
11, The pains of expetation may be grounded on each one 'of the-

above kinds, as well of ‘pains of privation as of poﬁtwe pams. Thefe

may be alfo termed: pains of apprehenfion..
XXXI.
12. The pains of affociation corréfpond exactly- to the pleafures of

affociation.

XXXII..
of the above hﬂz there are certain p}eafures and -pains which fuppofe-
the exiftence of fome pleafure or pain of fome other perfon, to which.

the pleafure or pain of the perfon in queftion has regard : fuch pleafures.

and pains may be termed extra-regarding. Others do not fuppofe any-
fuch thin‘”g : thefe may be termed felf-regarding ®.  The only pleafures

‘and pains of the extra-regarding clafs are thofe of benevolence, and.
‘thofe of malevolence:: ‘all'the reft are felf-régarding,’.

V“U"V!’t’r
.A.AA.U.I

Of all thefe feveral forts of pleafures and pains, there is fcarce any one-
which is not liable, on mere accounts than one, to come under the confi-
deration of the law. Is an offence commirtted ? it is the tendency which .
it has to deftroy, in fuch or fuch perfons, fome of thefe pleafures, or to
produce fome of thefe pains, that conftitutes the mifchief of it, and the

' By this means the pleafures and pains of amity may be the more clearly diftinguifhed
from thofe of benevolence: and on the other hand, thofe of enmity from thofe of
malevolence. The pleafures and pains of amity and enmity are of the felf-regarding

caft: thofe of benevolence and malevolence of the extra-regarding, |
ground
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ground for punifhing it. It is the profpeét of fome of thefe pleafures, INTROD.
. . . . CHar. V.

or of fecurity from fome of thefe pains, that conftitutes the motive or

temptation, it is the attainment of them that conftitutes the profit of

the offence. Is the offender to be punifhed ? It can be only by the pro-

dultion of one or more of thefe pams, that the punithment can be in-

flicted &,

¥ It would be a matter not anly of curiofity; but of fome ufe, to exhibit a catalogue Complex plea-
of the feveral complex pleafures and pains, analyzmg them at the fame time into the ﬁ‘,‘;ff;;‘fﬁg;"
feveral fimple ones, of which they are refpe&wely compofed But fuch a d1fqu1ﬁt10n |
would take up too much room to be admitted here. A thort fpec1men, however, for the
purpofe of illuftration, can hardly be dlfpenfed with,

The pleafures taken in at the eye and ear are generally very complex. The plea- Specimen,
fures of a country fcene, for inftance, confift co I t athers, of the follow- coaresof e

y N iniance, Conuit common y, amongit otaers, o 1& 10 ow country profpect.

ing pleafures :

| I. Pleafures of the fenfes.

1. The fimple pleafures of fight, excited by the perception of agreeable colours and
ﬁgures, green fields, waving foliage, gliftening water, and the like.

2. The fimple pleafures of the ear, excited by the perceptions of the ¢hirping of
birds, the murmuring of waters, the ruftling of the wind among the trees,

3. 'The pleafures of the fmell, excited by the perceptions of the Aragrance of flowers,
‘of new-mown hay, or other vegetable fubftances, in the firft ftages of fermentatlon. |

4. The agreeable inward fenfation, produced by a brifk circulation of the blood,
and the ventilation of it in the lungs by a pure air, fuch as that in the country fre-
quently is in comparifon of that which is breathed in towns.

II. Pleafures of the imagination produced by affociation,
. The idea of the plenty, refulting from the pofleflion of the objeéts that are in

v1ew, and of the happinefs arifing from it.

2. The idea of the innocence and happinefs of the birds, fheep, cattle, dogs, and

other gentle or dometftic animals.

3. The idea of the conftant flow of health, fuppofed to be enjoyed by all thefe crea-
tures: a notion which is apt to refult from the occafional flow of health enjoyed by thc
fuppofed {pe&tator.

4. The idea of gratitude, excited by the contemplation of the all-powerful and
beneficent Being, who is looked up to as the author of thefe bleflings.

Thefe four laft are all of them, in fome meafure at leaft, pleafures of fympathy,

‘The depriving a man of this groupe of pleafures is one of the evils apt to refult from
imprifonment ; whether produced by illegal violence, or in the way of pumfhmcnt, by

appointment of the laws,

CHAP
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CHAP VL

I.
AIN and pleafure are produced in men’s minds by the aéion of
certain caules. But the quantity of pleafure and pain runs not
uniformly in proportion to the caufe; in other words, to the quantity
of force exerted by {uch caufe. The truth of this obfervation refts not
upon any metaphyfical nicety in the import given to the terms caufe,
quantity, and force: it will be equally true in whatfoever manner fuch

force be meafured.

, I1.

The difpofition which any one has to feel fuch or fuch a quantity of
pleafure or pain, upon the application of a caufe of given force, is what
we termp the degree or guantum of his fenfibility. This may be either
general, referring to the fum of the caufes that a& upon him during a
given period : or particular, referring to the altion of any one parti-
cular caufe, or fort of caufe. |

II.

But in the fame mind fuch and fuch caufes of pain or pleafure will
produce more pain or pleafure than fuch or fuch other caufes of pain or
pleafure : and this proportion will in different minds be different. The
difpofition. which any one has to have the proportion in which he is
affeted by two fuch caufes, different from that in which another man
is affected by the fame two caufes, may be termed the quality or dias
of his fenfibility. One man, for inftance, may be moft affected by the
pleafures of the tafte; another by thofe of the ear. So alfo, if there be
a difference in the nature or proportion of two pains or pleafures which
they refpectively experience from the fame caufe: a cafe not fo frequent
as the former. From the fame injury, for inftance, one man may feel
the fame quantity of grief and refentment together as another man:
but one of them fhall feel a greater fhare of grief than of reféntment:
the other, a greater thare of refentment than of grief.

IV. Any
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1V.
“Any incident which ferves as a caufe, either of pleafure or of pain,
may be termed an exciting caufe: if of pleafure, a pleafurable caufe:
if of pain, a painful, afflitive, or dolorific caufe>.
V.

Now the quantity of pleafure, or of pain, which a2 man is liable to
cxperience upon the application of an exciting caufe, fince they will
not depend altogether upon that caufe, will depend in fome meafure
upon fome other circumftance or circumftances: thefe circumftances,
whatfoever they be, may be termed circumflances influencing fenfibility®.

V1.

Thefe circumftances will apply differently to different exciting
caufes; infomuch that to a certain exciting caufe, a certain circum-
ftance fhall not apply at all, which fhall apply with great force to
another exciting caufe. But without entering for the prefent into thefe
diftinttions, it may be of ufe to fum up all the circumftances which
can be found to influence the effe€t of any exciting caufe. Thefe, as
on a former occafion, it may be as well firft to fum up together in the
concifeft manner poflible, and afterwards to allot 2 few words to the
feparate explanation of each article. They feem to be as follows :
1. Health, 2. Strength. 3. Hardinefs. 4. Bodily imperfe@ion.
5. Quantity and quality of knowledge. 6. Strength of intellectual
powers; 7. Firmnefs of mind. 8. Steadinefs of mind. g. Bent of

2 The excxtmg caufe, the pleafure or pam produced by it, and the intention pro-
duced by fuch pleafure or pain in the charater of a motive, are obje@s fo intimately
conneéted, that, in what follows, I fear I have not, on every occafion, been able to
keep them fufficiently diftiné. I thought it neceflary to give the reader this warnmg,
after which, fhould there be found any fuch miftakes, it is to be hoped they will not
be produftive of much confufion.

® Thus, in phyfical bodies, the momentum of a ball put in motion by impulfe, will
be influenced by the circumftance of gravity : being in fome direftions encreafed, in
others diminithed by it. So in a fhip, put in motion by the wind, the momentum
and direction will be influenced not only by the attra&tion of gravity, but by the mo-
tion and refiftance of the water, and feveral other circumftances,

Vou. L. G inclinatiog.
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inclination, 10. Moral fenﬁbllxty. 11. Moral bmfés. 12. Re]xgxous
fenfibility.  13. Religious biafes. 14. Sympathetic fenfibility. 1g.
Sympathetic biafes. 16. Antipathetic fenfibility, 17. Antipathetic
biafes. 18. Infanity. 19. Habitual occupations. 20. Pecuniary cir~
cumftances. 21. Conneions in the way of fympathy. 22. Connec-
tions in the way-of antipathy. 23..Radical frame of body. 24. Ra-
dical frame of mind. 2. Sex. 26. Age. 27. Rank. 28. Educa-
tion. 29. Climate. jo. Lineage. 31. Government. 32. Religious
profeflion ©. | | N

¢ An analytical view of all thefe circumftances will be given at the conclufion of the
chapter : to which place it was neceflary te refer it, asit could not well have been un-
derftood, till fome of them had been previoufly explained.

To fearc‘i out the vaﬂ' vaﬁl'c‘ty of c;u.h.ing‘ Of‘ moderatmg caufcs, By which the de-

each to extricate them from the entanglements in Wthh thex are mvolved, te lay the
effett of each article diftin&ly before the reader’s eye,. is, perhaps, if not abfolutely
the moft difficult talk, at leaft ene of the moft difficult tatks, within the compafs of
moral phyfiology. Difquifitions on- this head can never be compleatly, fatisfaltory:
without examples. To provide a fufficient colle&ion. of fuch examples, would be a work
of great labour as well as nicety : hiftory and biography would need to be ranfacked : a
vaft courfe of reading would need to be travelled through on purpofe. By fuck-a procefs
the prefent work would doubtlefs have been rendered more amufing ; but in point.of
bulk, fo enormous, that this fingle chapter would have been {welled into a confiderable
volume. Feigned cafes, although they may upon occafion ferve ¢o render the general
matter tolerably intelligible, can never be fufficient to render it palatable. On this
therefore, as on fo many other occafions, I muft confine myfelf to dry and general ine
ftruttion : difcarding illuftration, although fenfible that without it inftruétion cannot
manifeft half its efficacy. The fubje&, however, is fo difficult,-and fo new, that I
fhall think I have not ill fucceeded, if, without pretending to exhauft it, I thall have
been able to mark out the principal points of view, and to put the matter in fuch 3 me-
thod as may facilitate the refearches of happier enquirers.

The great difficulty lies in the nature of the words 3 which are not, like pain and pleas
fure, names of homogeneous real entities, but names of various fititious entities, for
which no common genus is to be found: and which therefore, without a vaft and
roundabout chain of inveftigation, can never be brought under any exhauftive plan of
arrangement, but muft be picked up here and there as they happen to occur,

VII 1.
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1. Health is the abfence of difeafe, and confequently of- all thofe
kinds of pain which are among the fymptoms of difeafe. A man may
be faid to be in a ftate of health, when he is not confcious of any
" uneafy fenfations, the primary feat of which can be perceived to be
any where in his body .. In point of general fenfibility, a man who is
under the preffure of any bodily indifpofition, or, as the phrafe is, is in
an ill ftate of health, is lefs fenfible to the influence of any pleafure-

able caufe, and more fo to that of any afflitive one, than if he were
well.

. VIIL.

2. The circumftance of ftrength, though in point of caufality
clofely connected with that of health, is perfe&tly diftinguifhable from
it. The fame man will indeed generally be ftronger in a good ftate
of health than in a bad one. But one man, even in a bad ftate of
health, may be ftronger than another even in a good one. Weaknefs is
a common concomitant of difeafe: but in confequence of his radical
frame of body, a man may be weak all his life long, without expe-
riencing any difeafe. Health, as we have obferved, is principally a
negative circumftance : ftrength a pofitive one. The degree of a man’s
ftrength can be meafured with tolerable accuracy “. |

e b O

3.__Ha'rdinefs is a circumftance which, though clofely conneed with
- that of ftrength, is diftinguifthable from it. Hardinefs ‘is the abfence
of irritability. Irritability refpects either pain, refulting from the aion
of mechanical caufes; or difeafe, refulting from the aion of caufes

purely

¢ It may be thought, that in a certain degree of health, this negative account of the
matter hardly comes up to the cafe. In a certain degree of health, there is often fuch
a kind of feeling diffufed over the whole frame, fuch a comfortable feel, or flow of
{pirits, as it is called, as may with propriety come under the head of pofitive pleafure.
But without experiencing any fuch pleafurable feeling, if a man experience no paia-
ful one, he may be well enough faid to be in health,

© The moft accurate meafure that can be given of 2 man’s ftrength, feems to be
that which is taken from the weight or number of pounds and ounces he can lift with
his hands in a given attitude. ‘This indeed relates immediately only to his arms : but

G »a thefe
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purely phyﬁologxcal Irrita,blhty, in the former fenfe, is the difpofition
to undergo a greater or lefs degree of pain upon the apphca.tlon of a
mechanical caufe ; fuch as are moft of thofe applxcatlons by which
fimple afffiCtive punithments are infli¢ted, as whlppmg, beating, and
the like. In-the latter fenfe, it is the difpofition to contratt difeafe
with greater or lefs facility, upon ‘the application of any inftrument
alting on the body by its phyfiological properties; as’ in the cafe of"
fevers, or of colds, or other inflammatory difeafes, produced by the
application of damp air: or to experience immediate uneafinefs, as in’
the cafe of relaxation or chillinefs produced by an over or under pro-
portion of the matter of heat. -

Hardinefs, even in the fenfe in which it is oppofed to .the altion of
mechanical caufes, is diftinguithable from ftrength. The external in-
dications of ftrength are the abundance and firmnefs of the mufcular-
fibres : thofe of hardinefs, in this fenfe, are the firmnefs of the mufcular
fibres, and the callofity of the fkin. Strength is more peculiarly the
gift of nature: hardinefs, of education. Of two perfons who have had,
the one the education of a gentleman, the other, that of a common

failor, the firft may be the ftronger, at the fame time that the other

- 1s. the hardier..

X, . |

4. By bodily imperfe@ion may be underftood that condition which:

a perfon is in, who either ftands diftinguifhed by any remarkable de-
formity, or wants any of thofe parts or faculties, which the ordinary
run of perfons. of the fame fex and age are furnithed with: who, for

thefe are the organs of ftrength which are moft employed ; of which the ftrength cor-
refponds with moft exactnefs to the general ftate of the body with regard to ftrength ;.
and in which the quantum of firength is eafiet meafured, Strength may accordmgly_;
be diftin gm"h\,d into gemeral and particular.

Weaknefs i3 a negative term, and imports the abfence- of ftrength. It .is,.befides,.a
relative term, and accordingly imports the abfence of fuch a quantity of firength as.
makes the thare, pofleffed by the perfon in queftion, lefs than that of fome perfon he
is compared to. Weaknefs, when it is at fuch a degree as to. make it painful for a
man to perform the motions neceflary to the going through the ordinary fun&ions of
life, fuch as to get up, to walk, to drefs one’s felf, and {o forth, brings the circume
flance of health into queftion, and puts a man into that fort of condition in which he is

faid to be 1in ill health. .
inftance,
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inftance, has a hare-lip, is deaf, or has loft a hand. This circumftance, INTROD.
like that of ill-health, tends in general to diminifh more or lefs the CHar. VI

effet of any pleafurable circumftance, and to encreafe that of any
affli¢tive one. The effe&t of this circumiftance, however, admits of"
great variety : inafmuch as there are a great variety of ways in which
a man may fuffer in his perfonal appearance, and in his bodily organs
and faculties: all which differences will be taken notice of in their

proper places*.
XI.

5. So much for circumftances belonging to the condition of the body :- 5. Quantity
we come now to thofe which concern the condition of the mind : the 2?%{,?;:1_“)'
ufe of mentioning thefe will be feen hereafter. In the firft place may be ledge.
reckoned the quantity and quality of the knowledge the perfon in quef-
tion happéns to poflefs: that is, of the ideas which he has aéually in
ftore, ready upon occafion to call to mind: meaning fuch ideas as are
in fome way or other of an interefting nature: that is, of a nature in
fome way or other to influence his happinefs, or that of other men.

When thefe ideas are many, and of importance, a man is faid to be a
man of knowledge ; when few, or not of importance, ignorant.
| XIL | |

6. By ftrength of intelleCtual powers may be underftood the degree of 6. Strength
facilitywhich a man experiences in his endeavours to call to mind as f{;ln;,eéi::;s_,
well fuch ideas as have been already aggregated to his ftock of know-
ledge, as any others, which,, upon any occafion that may happen, he
may conceive a defire to place there. = It feems. to be on fome fuch oc-
cafion as this that the words parts and talents are commonly employed.

To this head may be- referred the feveral qualities of readinefs of ap-
prehenfion, accuracy and tenacity of memory, ftrength of attention,
clearnefs of difcernment, amplitude of comprehenfion, vividity and ra-
pidity of imagination.. Strength of intelle¢tual powers, in general, feems
to correfpond pretty exaétly to general ftrength of body: as any of
thefe qualities in particular does to particular ftrength. |

! XI1IT.

7. Firmnefs of rind on the one hand, and irritability on the other, re- 7 Firmnefs

of mind,

®See B, I. Tit. [Irrep. corp. Injuries.]
aard
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gard the proportion between the degrees of efficacy with which a man
is alted upon by an exciting- caufe, of* which' the value lies chiefly in
magnitude, and one of which the value lies chiefly in propinquity *.
A man may be {aid to be of a firm mind, when fmall pleafures or pains,
which are prefent or near, do not affe& himi, in a greater proportion to
their value, than greater pleafures or pains, which are uncertain or re-
mote f: of an irritable mind, when the contrary is the ¢afe.
| | XIV.

8. Steadinefs regards the time during which a given exciting caufe of
a given value continues to affe@& a man in nearly the fame manner and
degree as at firlt, no affignable external event or change of circumitances

: mtervem_ng to make an alteration in its force &.

XV.
9. By the'bent of a man’s inclinations may be underftood the propen-
fity he has to expe&t plealure or pain from certain objeéts, rather than

from others. A man’s inclinations may be faid fo have fuch or fuch a
bent, when, amongft the feveral forts of obje&s which afford pleafurc
1n fome degree:to .all men, he is apt to expe& more pleafure from’ one

particular fort, than from another particular fort, or more from any
given particular fort, than another man would expe& from that fort ;

or when, amongift the feveral forts of objeéts, which to one man af-
ford pleafure, whilft to another they afford none, he is apt to exped,

or-not to expelt, pleafure from an obje& of fuch or fuch a fort: fo alfo
with regard to pains. This circumftance, though intimately connected
with that of the bias of a man’s fenfibility, is not undiftinguithable

f When, for inftance, having been determined, by the profpe& of fome incon-
venience, not to difclofe a faét, although he fhould be put to the rack, he perfeveres
in fuch refolution after the rack is brought into his prefence, and even applied to him.

» ¢ The facility with which children grow tired of their r play-things, and throw them

away, is an inftance of unfteadine(s: the perfeverance with which a'merchant applies
himfelf to his traffic, or an author to his book, may be taken for an inftance of the
contrary. It is difficult to judge of the quantity of pieafure or pain in thefe cafes, but
from the effefts which it produces in the charaer of a motive: and even then it is
difficult to pronounce, whether the change of condu& happens by the extin&ion of the
old pleafure or pain, or by the i mterventxon of a new one,

* See ch. iv. [Value.]
3 from
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from it. The quantity of pleafure or pain, which on any given occa- INTROD.
fion 2 man may experience from an application of any fort, may be Cuar. VL
greatly influenced by the expectations he has been ufed to entertain of

pleafure or pain from that quarter ; but it will not be abfolutely deter-

mined by them: for pleafure or pain may come upon him from a

quarter from which he was not accuftomed to expeét.it,

| XVI.
10. The circumftances of moral, religious, [ympathetic, and antipathetic 10. Moral

_ cye : . . fenfibility,
[fenfibility, when clofely confidered, will appear-to -be included in fome

fort under that of bent of inclination: On- account of theirr particular
importance they may,. however; be worth mentioning apart.. A man’s

moral fenfibility may be:faid to be ftrong, when the pains and pleafures of

the moral fanction.® fhew greater in his eyes,.in comparifon with other

pleafures. and pains (and confequently exert a ftronger influence) than

in the eyes. of the perfons-he is.compared with; in.other words, when

he is acted on:with more than ordinary efficacy. by the.fenfe of . honour:

it may be faid to be weak, when the contrary is.the cafe.

XVII.
11, Moral fenfibility feems to regard the average effet or-influence of 1y, Moral

the paing and pleafures.of the moral fanétion, upon .all forts of occafions
" to which it is applicable, or happens to beapplied. Itregards the average
force- or quantity - of the impulfes the mind receives.from that fource
during a-given period.. Moral éas regards the particular:acts on which,
upon {o.many particular occafions, the force of that fanétion is looked
upon as.attaching.. It regards the guality or: dire&tion of thofe im-
pulfes.. It admits of as.many varieties, therefore, as there are diftates
which the moral fanction:may be conceived ‘to iffue forth. A man may
be {aid to have fuch or fuch a moeral bias, or to have a moral bias in
favour of fuch or fuch an aftion, when he looks upon it as being of
the number of thofe of which the performance is dictated by the moral
fanction,

XVIII.
12; What has been faid with regard to moral fenfibility, may be ,, Religious
applied, mutatis mutandss, to religious, {enfibilicy.

® See ch, v. [Pleafures and Pains. ]

XIX. 13.
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XIX. .

13. What has been faid with regard to moral biafes, may alfo be

applied, mutatis mutandis, to religious biafes.
XX.

14. By fympathetic fenfibility is to be underftood the propenfity that a
man has to derive pleafure from:the happinefs, and pain from the unhap-
pinefs, of other fenfitive beings. It is the ftronger, the greater the
ratio of the pleafure or pain he feels-on their account is to that of the

pleafure or pain which.(according te what appears to hxm) they feel for

themf{elves.
XXI.

15. Sympathetic bias regards the defcription of the parties who are
the objects of .a man’s fympathy : and of the ats or other circumftances
of or belonging to thofe perfons, by which the fympathy is excited.
Thefe parties may be, 1. Certain individuals. 2. Any fubordinate
clafs of individuals. 3. The whole nation. 4. Human kind in gene-
ril. 5. The whole fenfitive creation. According as thefe obje&s of
fympathy are more numerous, the affesion, by which the man is biafed,
may be faid to be the more enlarged.

XXII.

16, 17. Antipathetic fenfibility and antipathetic biafes are juft the
reverfe of {ympathetic fenfibility and {ympathetic biafes. By antipa-
thetic fenfibility is to be underftood the propenfity that a man has to
derive pain from the happinefs, and pleafure from the unhappinefs, of
other {fenfitive beings.

XXIII.

18. The circumftance of infanity of mind correfponds to that of
bodily imperfettion. It admits, however, of much lefs variety, inaf-
much as the foul is (for aught we can perceive) one indivifible thing,
not diftinguifhable, like the body, into parts. What leffer degrees of
imperfection the mind may be fufceptible of, feem to be comprizable
under the already-mentioned heads of ignorance, weaknefs of mind, irri-
tability, or unfteadinefs ; or under fuch others as are reducible to them.
Thofe which are here in view are thofe extraordinary fpecies and degrees
of meatal imperfection, which, wherever they take place, are as con-

fpicuous
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{picuous and as unqueftionable as lamenefs or blindnefs in the body : %:NTRO‘;)I-
. . . . . HAY. »
operating partly, it fhould feem, by inducing an extraordinary degree

of the imperfections above mentioned, partly by giving an extraordinary
and prepofterous bent to the inclinations.
| XXIV.

19. Under the head of a man’s habitual occupations, are to be 19. Habitual
underftood, on this occafion, as well thofe which he purfues for oceopations.
the fake of profit, as thofe which he purfues for the fake of pre-
fént pleafure. The confideration of the profit itfelf belongs to the
head of a man’s pecuniary circumftances. It is evident, that if by any
means a punifhiment, or any other exciting caufe, has the effect of
putting it out of his power to continue in the purfuit of any fuch oc-
cupation, it muft on that account be fo much the more diftrefling.
A man’s habitual occupations, though intimately conneéted in point of
caufality with the bent of his inclinations, are not to be looked upon
as precifely the fame circumitance. An amufement, or channel of
profit, may be the obje@ of a man’s inclinations, which has never been
the fubjeét of his babitual occupations: for it may be, that though he

-
P s R e - an

wifhed to betake himfelf to it, he never did, it not being in his
power: a circumftance which may make a good deal of difference 1n
the effe€t of any incident by which he happens to be debarred
from it.

G

XXV,

20. Under the head of pecuniary circumitances, I mean to bring to .5, pecuni.

view the proportion which a man’s means bear to his wants: the fum ary circums
total of his means of every kind, to the fum total of his wants of ances.
every kind. A man’s means depend upon three circumftances: 1. His
property. 2. The profit of his labour. 3. His conneltions in the way
of fupport. His wants feem to depend upon four circumftances.
1. His habits of expence. 2. His conneétions in the way of burthen.
3. Any prefent cafual demand he may have. 4. The ftrength of his
expetation. By a man’s property is to be underftood, whatever he
has in ftore independent of his labour. By the profit of his labour is
to be underftood the growing profit. As to labour, it may be either
of the body principally, or of the mind principally, or of both in-

Vou. L H differently :



1

INTROD,
Cuap, VI.

21. Connec-
tions in the
way of fym-
pathy.

Of Circumflances influencing [SENSIBILITY.]

differently: nor does it matter in what manner, nor on what fubje&, it
be applied, fo it produce a profit. By a man’s conneftions in the way
of fupport, are to be underftood the pecuniary afliftances, of whatever
kind, which he is in a way of receiving from any perfons who, on
whatever account, and in whatever proportion, he has reafon to expet
thould contribute gratis to his maintenance : fuch as his parents, pa-
trons, and relations. It feems manifeft, that a man can have no other
means than thele. What he ufes, he muft have either of his own, or
from other people: if from other people, either gratis or for a price.
As to habits of expence, it is well known, that a man’s defires are

governed in a great degree by his habits. Many are the cafes in which

defire (and confequently the pain of privation connefted with it*) would
not even {ubfift at all, but for previous enjoyment. By a man’s con-
nections in the way of burthen, are to be underftood whatever expence
he has reafon to look upon himfelf as bound to be at in the fupport of
thofe who by law, or the cuftoms of the world, are warranted in look-
ing up to him for afliftance; fuch as children, poor relations, fu-
perannuated fervants, and any other dependents whatfoever. As to
prefent cafual demand, it is manifeft, that there are occafions on which
a given fum will be worth infinitely more to a man than the fame fum
would at another time: where, for example, in a cafe of extremity,
a man f{tands in need of extraordinary medical affiftance: or wants
money to carry on a law-{uit, on which his all depends: or has got a

livelihood waiting for him in a diftant country, and wants money for
the charges of conveyance. In fuch cafes, any piece of good or ill for-

tune, in the pecuniary way, might have a very different effeét from
what 1t would have at any other time. With regard to ftrength of
expectation ; 'when one man expects to gain or to keep a thing which
another does not, it is plain the circumftance of not having it will

affett the former very differently from the latter ; who, indeed, com-
monly will not be affeGted by it at all.

XXVI.
21, Under the head of a man’s conne&ions in the way of {ympathy, I
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